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Northeast Philadelphia Area Service Committee 

t4arch 9, 1984 

l'IHLAD.IlLPHIA AREA SERVICE COMMITTEE: 

Approximately two years ago the existing Philadelphia Area Service Committee 
was r eorganized into five areas. Those five areas now make up the Philadelphia 
Regio ,1. During an Area Service meeting, at that time, it was brought up that 
due to the number of meetings (approximately thirty) the needs of the individual 
groups could not be addressed. A person at the meeting took the responsibility 
of 1001< l.ng at a map and dividing the existing area into five new areas to better 
serve thee group's needs . At the fol lowing Area Service meeting, the person 
brought back their proposal, a vote was taken, and the area was divided into 
fivp. areas. 

R"ceno.ly . a group of N. A. members in Northeast Philadelphia felt their group's 
needs could best be fulfilled by forming a new area, since the Philadelphia 
Area no <; has at least twenty-t\;Q groups. Those N .A. members also felt tha t by 
fo r ming their own area, the group s in Northeast Philadelphia could be more 
s up po rtive of each area, and could better address their group's needs in a 
:;mall e r setting rather than the present setting of the large Philadelphia Area. 

Ar <..:ording t o the N.A. Se rvic e M3~ua:!. ) it is sugg6Sti':Q that an area could form 
whe!"e groups share the same telephone a rea, or if the needs of the groups 
warran t their own Area Service Committee . There are no guidelines in the 
SC.: llice Hanual about how to go about reorganizing an area. This time instead 
of doing it through the Area Service Committee. and having only the GSR's vote. 
members of groups in the Northeast voted at their business meetings or emergency 
uusiness meetings. Initially those members in the Northeast involved in the 
venture contacted all meetings north of Bridge Street (as that area is usually 
tho gh t of to make up Northeast Philadelphia) and inv ited them into the area. 
It wa s estimated that there would be eleven groups to contac t. As of this 
writing, eight groups have joined the a rea. one tabled the idea. one rejected 
the idea. and one has yet to vote on this matter. 

On February 29. 1984, GSRs, Officers. and members of the eight groups met and 
formed the 'Northeas t Philadelphia Area Service Committee'. The following groups 
will make up the new area: 

3-2 Group 
Gloria Dei 
Nelv Horizons I 
New Horizons II 

Primary Purpose 
Reality 
Somerton 
Abington Hospital 

""uture planning and preliminary se ssions will be held before the first Northeast 
Philadelphia Area Service Committee meeting on Sunday May 6. 1984 at 1:00 PM . 
As before, at our first planning session, an officer from the Philadelphia Area 
Service Committee was contacted and asked to attend . In future meetings, offi
cers or interested persons in the Philadelphia Area Service Committee are invited 
to attend our planning sessions . 
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As in the case of the last reorganization, a sufficient time, in this case 
two months, was needed to make a smooth transition . All concerned in the 
Northeast Philadelphia Area Service Committee want to work closely with the 
Philadelphia Area Service Committee to ensure a smooth transition . We do 
not see the reorganization as a derogatory issue. We see it as a device 
to better serve the needs of the groups in Philadelphia, which will better 
serve the needs of it ' s members in a smaller setting, and carry the message 
of recovery . An added benefit to the reorganiza tion is the possibility of 
in the near future, to have the Philadelphia Area Service Committee and the 
Northeast Philadelphia Area Service Committee form a region, and share their 
needs, concerns, and voice at the t.J'orld Service Conference . 

We would like to thank the Philadelphia Area Service Committee for their 
past support and concerns for the groups in Northeast Philadelphia. We 
would like to thank you in advance for any experience you can share with 
us, and we look forward in working with you in the reorganization. In 
the fellowship . 

Sincerely , 

Jim H. 
Temporary Chairperson 
Northe&s t Philadel"yhia 
Area Service Committee 

Rich w. 
Temporary Vice Chairperson 
Northea st Fhiladelphia 
Area Service Committee 



, 
1t(~l'oe lc ltt 

1f;.P->!£C flVt: 
1-

f{<R.. 50" "t " 
t> y.f'tf!.(t:~ c.t 

We Wdj) hCire beel1 mu?4 hr"ter oN 1Q{: ..... j clt~V 

jeG'-5"o'1 t~ (/tJ"J ~' ) e" YICf' Challnels 

.. 


