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l'l)RlD caNENI'IOO 87" - NEW ORLEANS 

Sheraton New Orleans Hotel & 'l'C7.oers - COnvention Dates Sept. 3 - 6 

**Limited. Group Space Available For Frien:is At~ COnvention** 

pAC!Q\GE rncuJDE5 THE FOI.I.OOING FJn.1 SEPT. 2 - 7, 

**RoUndtrip air transportation fran Philadelphia to New Orleans 

**Hotel acccm::dations at the Sheraton N<!w orleans for five nights 

"*Transportation fran the airport to yoor hotel 

**11% ootel tax 

'**Baggage handl.i.ng 

PRICE PER PERSCN 

Quad roam - $389.00 

D:>uble - $409.00 

Air ally available on request 

Triple - $399.00 

Single - $599.00 

l\bove rates are subject to change, if paid in full by March 31 
price will be guarenteed. 

To make a reservation please serd $100.00 iIme:liately to, 

Villanova Travel 
615 Conesto:Ja R>ad 
Villanova, Pa. 19085 

(215) 688-6611 
(800) 525-NOIIA 

Additional infcmnation can be obtained by calling the following: 

J;mAllen 
(215) 521-5124 or 

Frank Roberts 
(302) 999-0480 

PIE.ASE FILL IN BOITCM, DETACH AND MAXL 'IO VIl.UIlUJA TRAVEL WITH DEPOSIT 

-------._---------------------------------------------------

~~---------------------------------
~E~~ ___________ ___ 

~msS. ______________________________ ____ 
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IN NEW ORLEANS- AT THE DOWNTOWN SHERATON 

- SEPTEMBER 3-4-5-6, 1987-
CELEBRATE THE GIFT 

OF RECOVERY 

• SPEAKERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD· 

• WORK SHOPS· MARATHON MEETINGS· 

• COSTUME MARDI GRAS BALL· 

• MIDNIGHT RIVERBOAT CRUISE· 

• TALENT SHOWCASE· 

• BANQUET AND DANCE· 

• SUNDAY JAZZ BRUNCH· 

• MOST OF ALL- RECOVERY· 

~ 

WCNA·17 
CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM 

Pleuse send form Dnd check or money order to.; 

WeNA·17 c/o WSO 
P.O. BOX 9999 
VAN NUYS. CALIFORNI A. 91409 

Make checks I>aynble to \VeNA-11 

Nomc _____________ ___ 

Addr~s _____________ _ 

Coun~ry--------------
1b1ephoM ____________ _ 

If registering for more thun one person. I)lease list 
their nomes: 

« No. of convention rcgistrutions 
~ __ IP $20.00 per per son 'rOTA L $ ___ _ 

~ Donation for 
< Newcomer Registration 
~ 
U No. of Friday r..'1idnight 

TOTAL $, ___ _ 

~ Riverbout Cruise Tickets 
'" __ (fJ $10.00 per person TOTAL $, ___ _ 

" No. of Saturdoy night 
Banquet tickets 
__ ~ $25.00 per person TOTAL $ ___ _ 

No. of Sunday morning 
J azz Brunch 
__ 4a $10.00 per person TOTAL $, ___ _ 

GIlAND TOTAL S ___ _ 

Vegetarian Banquet Meal YesD NoD 

• If you wish to speak lit or choir 0 meeting send a 
tope to: WCNA·]7 Program Committee. c/o WSO. 
P.O. 130:< 9999. Van Nuys. CA 9]<109. (Minimum 5 
yr. delln time) 

• Come s hare your tllients at the convenlion Talent 
Showcase - if performing. specify form of enter· 
tninment. ____________ _ 

• Bring u costume. Don·t 00 shy. Friday night t here 
will be a Mllrdi Gras l3all. J oin in with our Celebra· 
lion of Recovery. 

• If you ure physically limited in IIny wily (blind. 
deaf. disubled. etc.) and have special requirements . 
please specify __________ _ 

Ma il in Registration Deadl ine - Aug us t 1s t 



WCNA-17 
HOTEL RESERVATION REQUEST FORM 

1'11)8'<;1) s(mel form IU'ld chC(;k or money order to: 

S I-I ERAT1 0N N E W OHLEANS H OT E L 
RESERVAT IONS 
500 CANA L STREET 
NE \V OHL EANS. LOU ISI ANA 70130 

Name' ______________________________ _ 

Address' ____________________________ __ 

Arrivlll D8ll)' _______________ " Nights __ _ 

Namej.s f of addi~joflfll adultl sl sharing room or suite: 

Spedu1 \VeNA-17 room rates 
(Offer good 8/31/87 thru 9/10/87) o 

" Single & Double 353.00 One Bedroom Suite $140.00 ~ 
'l'ripJe & Qu ud 359.00 1''''0 Bedroom S uile $250.00 () 
T he above rates ure subject to stoLe Hnd local taxes. :r 
• To assu re proper rescrvlItions. please complete this > 

reservation request. lind return it before August Z 
1st. 1987. Hequest. rece ived after t his dute will be ~ 
accepted based on aVlli tabilky. IWscrvations are held > 
until 4:00 I).rn. I f you 1}lan to orrive after 4:00 p .m.. r 
you may guarantee your reservation for late arrival 
by submitting 0 first night'S deposit. 

Send check, money order. or ~he following credi~ 
cord informotion. (Americon Express. Diners Club. 
Carte Blanche, Visa. MasterCard) 
Ca rd Name~ ________________________ _ 

• ________________ Exp. Dote ________ _ 
Phone# ____________________________ _ 

• All H otel Accounts are subjec~ to c redit ar· 
rangements a t time of regis t rntion Hnd payable at 
departure. 

• Check-in time is 3:00 p.m.; check·out lime is 12:00 
noon. 

• T he hotel will retain firs t night's deJlos it p lus t " x 
on /,tUllruntccd and depo~ i lcd rescrvatKlIlS not claimed 
on date of arrival. 

• To Cllncel a reserv"tion, coil the hotel prior to '1:00 
p. m . on day of nrrivn1. Ask fo r lind retain c"ncell,,­
l ion number until you rocdvc n refund of your delx>sit. 

• For informntion not contllined on this form. please 
contact the lI otel DirecLOry (50<11 525-2500. You 
may utilize (SOO) 32f,·3!i35, howcver. t he (8001num­
ber willnotoonfirm or quoLcspecinl WCNA-17 room 
ra tes. 

IN NEW ORLEANS-- AT THE DOWNTOWN SHERATON 

- SEPTEMBER 3-4-5-6, 1987-
CELEBRATE THE GIFT 

OF RECOVERY 

• SPEAKERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD· 

• WORK SHOPS· MARATHON MEETINGS· 

• COSTUME MARDI GRAS BALL· 

• MIDNIGHT RIVERBOAT CRUISE· 

• TALENT SHOWCASE· 

• BANQUET AND DANCE· 

• SUNDAY JAZZ BRD NCH· 

• MOST OF ALL--RECOVERY • 



THE TWELVE 
STEPS OF 

NARCOTICS ANONY MOUS 
We admlned th~t w~ wer~ powerless 
over our addtcllon. Ihllt Qur II""" had 
m-eame unmanllgeabk!. 

2. We camE to believe thai a power 
gre~ler than oursel"es could ,e'lar~ 
US 10 sanlly 

3. We made a decIsIOn 10 tum our will 
and aur Hves OVer 10 the care 01 God 
as we undemood him. 

4 We made a ... archlng and learlESS 
mQr,,1 inventory 01 ourselvEs 

5. We lIdmltted to GQd, to oursE lves, 
and 10 another human being the exact 
n~turE 01 oul wrongs 

6. We we,e enUrel" ready to have God 
remove all the.e defect. 01 cha""cter 

7 We humbly asked Him 10 remove QUI 
shortcomings. 

B. We made ~ list of all person. we had 
harmed. and became Willing to make 
amend. to them aU 

9. We made direct amends 10 such pea· 
pie wherever possible. utept when 10 
do "" would Injure them or others. 

10. We continued.o take persotll.1 Inven· 
lOry. and when we wen! wrong prompl. 
ly admllled II 

II We ""ughl Ihrough prayer lind med· 
ilaOOn 10 Improve our conscious con· 
laC! wllh God. a. we under;tood Him. 
praying only lor knowledge 01 His wUl 
for us. and Ihe pawn lO clOrry thaI 
aul. 

12 Having had 1I spmlUBI awakening 85a 
result of Ih ..... SlepS. we tried {O cany 
this message IQ addlcl5l1nd 10 practice 
Ihese principles In all our allalr;. 
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Volume XVIII. NWllber 19 November I. 1987 

WID HOUSE PJtlSCRIP!'JON pOR DRUG DUSS, • SOCIAl. CBNSUU' AND ARR&S! .. 
•• Donlld Ian ~cdon'ld, M,D., director of the 

ule OIic ana .C&llnhtntor. of the 
dII n atr t on, hal •• nt out • hard 

treata.nt pro •• 81onal., arr.,t drug •• ,.",., 

In en intentlv publhhed in The Hev Yort. 11 ••• October 21, Dr. Macdonald" 
.ald, -I thInk we're ready nov to .tart .rreating u.erl.- For ez •• pll, ba 
rlcOIIaended thet teenager. found with urJjuanli be I'nteneld to co-aunlty 
•• rvie., not be -thrown In :la1L-- Dr: Macdonald .a1d Pre81dent Re.gan ·cl •• red­
bi. recoaaendatlon. 

In a telephone interview with SAR 1 •• t veet, Dr. Macdonald -ezplalned hI. 
atanee further. He dIdn't backpedal on htl .ugge.t1on that drug u.erl be 
arre.ted. 

-Lalt .onth, 23 811110n Ameetc.n. u.ed illIcIt drug.,· he .ald. ·Some of 
them need treat.ent, I understand that,- he said. But the rest would stop using 
drugs if faced with -social censure.- Explained the pediatrician: -A 
aignificant nuaber of adults would give up drug use if they thought that they 
aight get discovered and face .eee consequence.- . 

Even if drug users could be identified and prosecuted, what would happen 
to the.? -If we seriously atart to arre.t all those drug usera, aomebody better 
thint through where we're going to house thea,- .aid ~rst J . Besteman, 
executive director of the Alcohol and Drug Problem. A •• ociation . 

-We did that .any years ago, and the re.ponse frca the criminal juatice 
ay.tea ia we're overcrowded,- aaid Be.teman. Although he has -no proble.- with 
the community-.ervice fora of punishment, Besteaan .aid 1t 1an' t enough. -Every 
t1.e we catch a drug u.er, we .hould refer the. for appropriate treatment in a 
non-criainal 'ense.-

• carefully titrated a.aaure of aocial cenaure and peraonal loa a' 

The cons.quence of drug use would not necessarily be incarcer.tion, 
.ccording to Dr. Macdonald. He ,.uggested the us. of -.ome carefu~ly titr.ted 
ae.sure of soci.l cen.ur. and per.onal los. or fear of loci.l cenaure .nd 
per.onal 10 ... s • aethod of getUng people to giVe up their drug u.e . -

He cited a. an exaaple. new Mislouri law which revotea the driv~r's 
license of any ainor polle •• ing even ... 11 a.ounts of alcohol or other ~tegal 
druga . -If that becomes. relatively cOllAon occurrence, it', _ .y ,ulpicion that 
there vill be • lot of tids that vill reconsider their drug use and their 
drinting,- •• id Dr. Macdonald. 

-The standard w.y of treating a 16-ye.r-old who'. caught with. bag of 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE ••• 

--Haloperidol and a.corbic acid for pCp intoxieation • • •••••••.••• • • Page 3 
--Phoenix HOUle relearcher. lint cract to suicide .tte.pt ••• • ••• • •• Page 4 
--COlt pre •• urea force treatment out of '28-day .entality' • ••••••• • P.ge 4 
--Bartin to IAPI: Tate .dvantage of 'mandatory referr.l.' •• • •• • ••• P.ge 5 
--Lab u.e. roboticI to Icreen and confirm with GC/MS •••••••• •• •••• • P.ge 6 
--ALHACA information expert a.YI atict to f.ctl and feeling •••• • ••• P.ge 7 

,. = =-
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sUb.t,nce Abu.e Report November 1, 1987 
AlCZltICAH BIO'l'&ST LUORATORISS usas ItOIIOTICS '1'0 SCRUM WITH Genes 

The be.t method for confirming drug te.t. -- gal chromatography coupled 
vith ..... pectrometry, or GC/MS -- ha. been con.idered one of the vor.t method. 
tor Icreening .ample., for the .imple rea.on that it .can only loot tor one drug 
at a tiae. But that va. betore American BioTe.t Lab. and robotic •• 

At American BioTe.t, a year-old lab in Santa Clara, california, •• mple 
preparation --- the ao.t tiae-conluming part of drug-te.ting -- i. done by 
robotic.. Sample. can be .creened for over 80 drug. u.ing only GC/MS. The co.t 
per •• mpl. i. $25-135. 

.' 
&llalnat.. pcella1aary Icre.n 

U.ually, drug urinaly.f, begin. vith a Icr.ening aethod .uch al enzyme 
i.-unca •• ay, radioi .. unca •• ay, or thin-layer chromatography. Thele Icreenl look 
tor a bro.d range of drug. at one.. Hovever, they are not nearly a. accur.te .1 
GC/HS, the only telt Iccept.d tor courtroom u.e. Therefore, ·prelumptive 
po.itive.,· or •• apl •• which te.t po.itive on the initial .creenipg . ~,~t, .• u.t 
be confi~ed uling a aore accurate te.t -- GC/MS, In the be.t of ca.e •• 

The rea.on GC/MS i •• 0 accurate i. that it only loot. tor one .pecific 
chemical .tructure. While GC/HS alone vould be fea.ible if only one drug vere 
in question -- if, for example, cocaine were the only drug the lab had to 
contirm or deny -- it would not be feasible if a panel of drug. were in 
question. 

U.ually, labs are asked to confirm or deny the presence of a "panel" of 
drugs: typically they are given a sample and told to find out if it contains 
evidence of the use of at least cannabinoids, opiates, or cocaine. 

Setting up GC/MS equipment three timel, or .etting it up to te.t for 
three .Yb.tance. at once, would be aore complicated and aore expensive than 
.creening the .ample firlt and then using GC/MS to confirm. 

But at American BioTest, preparation of the samples i. done by robots, so 
the GC/MS equipment, which is computerized, can be set at the push of a button. 
According to Kazmer Latven, Ph.D., American BioTest president, sample 
preparation is the most time-consuming part of the GC/HS process, and that's 
what the robotics take care of. 

An expert In the computer used to run the samples .- the highly automated 
Hewlett Packard RTE -- Latven .ay. hi. lab use. GC/MS to screen over 80 drugs 
per sample. Before joining American BioTest, Latven was GC/MS product manager 
at Hewlett Packard, which manufactures most of the computers used to run GC/HS 
machines in the country. 

Three 
and 

Scot 

-- " . 
more American BioTeat labs are planned : one near Chicago, 
one in New Jersey. For more information, contact American 

ldin 15, Santa Clara CA 95054; 408·721-5525 

one near 
Biotest, 

~-BVB.R IIORLD CONVENTION OF NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS ·HOLDS FETB IN NEW ORLEANS 

The 11th World Convention of Narcotics Anonymous (M.A.) in New Orleans 
this fall was the largest yet, with 4,000 recovering drug addicts celebrating 
the theme of -Live Your Dreams" on a riverboat , in a Hardi Gras-style ball, and 
at • banquet. Addicts from over 16 countries, including the United States, 
'.hared their experiences in what N.A. headquarters described as "one of the more 
well-behaved conventions of this size to meet in Nev Orleans.-

Narcotics Anonymous, which has more than g,OOO meetings around the world, 
does not focus on any specific type of drug. The N.A. program is one of 
ab.tinence trom all mood-altering drugs, including alcohol. 

For aore information on Narcotics Anonymous, or for a free oroup starter 
kit, contact the World Service oftice, P. O. Bo% 9999, Van Nuy., CA 914090. 
Local aeeting. are listed in many telephone directorie •• 



UTERATURE/TAPES ORDER FORM WCNA-17 

NAME: 

STOCK # DESCRIPTION QUAN1TIY PRICE 

UTERATURE (ComeftDU Approved) 
40 Basic Text 3rd Edition Revised 
41 N.A. While Book Newly Revised 
42 Hospital & Institutions Handbook 
43 A Guide to Public Information 
44 Convention Guidelines 
45 Literature Committee GuideHnes 
46 The Loner· Staying Clean in Isolation 

UTERATURE (Approval Form) 
47 A Guide to Service in Nlircotics Anonymous 
48 Working Step 4 in Narcotics Anonymous 
49 Hey, What's the Basket For? 
50 The Group 
51 AmlAnAddict? 
52 Staying Clean on the Outside 

MEDALUONS 
53 Silver Clean Time Medallions 

__ 1 Y' __ 2 Y' __ 3 Y' __ 4 Y' __ 5 Y' 
__ 6 Y'--' Y' _ _ ' Y' __ 9 Y' __ 10 yr 

54 Bronze Clean Time Medal50ns 
__ 1 Y' __ 2 Y' __ 3 Y' __ 4 Y' __ 5 Y' __ 6 Y' 
__ , Y' __ 'Y' __ 9 Y' __ lOyr __ ll Y' 
__ 12yr __ 13Y' __ 14yr ._ISyr __ 20yr 

TAPES 
55 3·Tape Set· Basic Text, Book 1 

(Narcotics Anonymous 3Td Revised) 
56 5· Tape Set - Basic Text Book 1, 

While Book & Informational Pamphlets 
57 12·Tapes Complete WCNA·17 Set 
58 WCNA·17 Thurs. Speaker (RIC G. D.C.) 
59 WCNA·17 Thurs. Speaker (LEAH G. FL) 
60 WCNA·17 Fri. Speaker (BECKY M. NV) 
61 WCNA·17 Fri. Speaker (DUDLEY S. LONDON) 
62 WCNA·17 Sat. Speaker (DUTCH H. NJ) 
63 WCNA·17 Sun. Speaker {JUDY G. CAl 
64 WCNA·17 "SURRENDER TO WIN" (ROSAUE R, NY) 

---
---
---
---
---
---
---

---
---
---
---
---
---

65 WCNA·17 "SELF ACCEPTANCE" (Barbar", J. CAJ __ _ 
66 WCNA-17 "GROWING UP SPIRITUALLY" ([)Qrine P. DC) __ _ 
67 WCNA·17 "RELAPSE [S NOT A REQUIREMENnBobR.MO) __ _ 
68 WCNA·17 ~SPONSORSHIP" (SYDNEY R. CAl __ 
69 WCNA·17~LOVEORLUST"(WENDYO.D.C.) __ 

$8.00 
.50 

2.00 
3.00 
2.00 
1.50 
.15 

1.50 
1.50 
.15 
.15 
.15 
.15 

2500 

1.85 

'.00 __ _ 

10.70 __ _ 

5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 

TOTAL $ _____ _ 
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National News 
Haulden Delegate to Tour 
Soviet Alcoholism Programs 

Gordon Grimm, Health Promotion 
Director of Minnesota's Hazelden 
Foundation, is onc of a I6-member 
American delegation in route to Rus­
sia to participate in an exchange of 
information with Soviet experts on 
the common problem of chemical 
abuse. The dialogue. an important 
pan of the 20 private exchange initia­
tives endorsed by President Reagan 
and Chainnan Gorbachev at the Ge­
neva summit, is particularly signifi­
cant in light of recent public attention 
to alcohol and drug problems in the 
United States. The delegation, repre­
senting the National Council of World 
Affairs organizations, will visit Russia 
from September 4 to September 16. 
The group will meet and exchange 
ideas with leaders of Soviet Tem­
perance councils and centers in cities. 
schools, and industries in Moscow and 
other pans of the Soviet Union. This 
is the first official exchange between 
the Soviet Tempernnce society and a 
private organization in the United 
States. The dialogue has the suppon 
of the United States Information 
Agency and President Reagan's 
United States-Soviet Exchange Initia­
tive. 

Nationa1ly Recognized 
Medication Management 
Program for the Elderly 
Now Available 

After more than three years of test­
ing, development. and national ret:og­
nition. including the ABC television 
pmgram. 20/20, a unique medication 
management program for the elderly 
is now available fmm St. Frnncis Medi­
cal Center, Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. 
Medication Management for Older 
Adults: Aft Educatimud Approach, is a 
comprehensive community outreach 
program which can be economically 
sponsored by hospitals and nursing 
homes. and easily implemented by 
parn-pmfessionals and senior volun­
tttrs. Designed in a modular format. 
the extensive pmgram can be easily 
customized to fulfill a variety of needs. 
Content analysis includes alcoholl 
chemical dependency. medicine and 
the eldedy, physical aspects of aging. 
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the patientlphyskianlphannacist com­
munK::ation. and other J"elevant topics. 
In addition to sevel'"alregional awards, 
the progrnm has ret:eived the U.S. De­
partment of Health & Human Ser­
vices, Secretary's Award for Excel­
lence (twice), "Distinguished Commu­
nity Health Promotion Progr-am (in 
1983)," and "Distinguished Commu­
nity Health Program (in 1986)." 

Addicts Held International 
Celebration-Without Drugs 

More than 4000 recoverins drug 
addicts spent the last four days 10 New 
Odeans, Louisiana at the 17th World 
CODvention of Narcotics Anony­
mous (N.A.). This event was the 
largest world convention held to date 
by N.A" a non-profit self-help organi­
zation. Addicts from at least 16 coun­
tries and throughout the United 
States attended the convention whose 
theme was "Live Your Dreams." The . 
large attendance and wide geogra~h­
ical representation at this ~thenng 
high lighllhe continuing rapid growth 
of Narcotics Anonymous. N.A. cur­
J"ently has more than 9000 meetings 
J"egistered in 40 countries around the 
world, Beneath all the fun and laugh· 
ter, these conventioneers shared a 
unique feeling of gratitude. The par­
ticipants of this convention aJ"e drug 
addicts who have found a reprieve 
from the seemingly hopeless progres­
sion of their deadly disease, In spite of 
the trngedies so often associated with 
drug addiction. Narcotics Anony­
mous is proving that addicts can and 
do recover, and can become responsi­
ble and productive members of soci-

ety. Narcotics Anon ymous can be 
reached in many cities by calling local 
N.A. phonelines, listed in the tele­
phone directory under "Narcotics 
Anonymous." Inquiries can also be di­
ret:ted to the Wodd Service Office of 
N.A.,at P,O. Box 9999, Van Nuys,CA 
91409. Group starter kits are dis­
tributed free upon request by the 
World Service Office, N,A. publishes 
a book entitled Narcotics Anonymow, 
several pamphlets, and a monthly 
joumal, the N.A. Way, Some N.A. lit­
erature is available in sevenl lan­
guages, in Brnille, and on audio tapes. 

Annandale oman 
Nominated for National 
Humanitarian Award 

Evelyn Hewitt, R.N., of Annan­
dale. Virginia, has been nominated. by 
Dominion Hospital as the local candi­
date for the Hospital Corporation of 

merica's National Dr. Thomas F. 
rist Humanitarian Award . Hewitt. a 
ursing Unit Coordinator in Domin-

Ion Hospital's Adolescent Psychiatric 
Program, will represent the Fall s 
Church psychiatric hospital in HCA's 
division competition with possible ad­
vancement to the national finals, 
Named for one of HCA's founders, 
the Frist Award ret:ognizes HCA em­
ployees who have demonstrated un­
usual concern for the welfare and 
happiness of patients, who have per­
formed extraordinary acts of kindness 
and have made a significaOi contribu­
tion to the improvement of patient 
relations. Hewitt was nominated to re­
ceive the award by her co-workers at 
Dominion Hospital. • 

AN EXTENDED TREATMENT FACIUTY 
for chemically ckpendent WOMEN 

the Gables 
leAH Accredited 

The Gabb is an extended. treatmenl £aci1ity I'Of WOIQeD 

ro::overin& from ak:obolism/cbemical de~/addklioa. 
The structured ruu day procn.m providcII raidential can: for 
womeD woo sutrer from the iDtemai ~ty of this 
ctiseue. The Gables works with the issues thai have !KIt beta 

sufticieDtly molYCd by the priDwy trealmc:Dt experience. 

Rr:cow:ry at the Gables oc:c:uB in aD mviroGmeol which 
draWl rrom the bealiDa po_ of the Twelve S&qII. 

LOft&' T"""jb.".to.UMO"'Progrw".jbrdlontladly""'''''t~ 

Call Admission Intake Coordinator, 507/282-2500. 
604 Fifth Street S.W, • Roc::hester, MiMesota 55902 









WELCOME TO WCNA-17 

• 

Thank you very much for j:rining us and being a part of our celebration 
of recovery at the seventeenth World Convention of Naq:otics Anonymous. 

v1h.ile participating in our convention as a speaker or chairperson, we 
ask that you: 

Please keep obscenities to a mini.."1lum. 

Please stay within the time frame provided. 

Please ident.ify yourself as an addict only and use N.A. language 
of recovery. 

In keeping wlth the steps and traditions ci.. N. A., we ask that you use 
the N • • a. • lang uage of recovery in all that you say at this meeting . That is 
we refer to our disease as simply "addiction". We identify as simply an 
"addict". We refer to our time in the program as "clean time" or 
"recovery". This is not done to be different or better than or 
controversial. T his is done because in our first steo we have shif+"..ed the 
focus off the specific drug or drugs involved an~d onto the recovery 
process , leaving us with the single focus necessary for unity. Any labels 
which imply specific drugs or imply more than one disease, dilute that 
focus and some of t he unity called for in the 1st Tradition is lost. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION IN THESE SlMPLE BUT lI'.PORTANT MATTERS 


