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' It Dorothy Berry, a retired brlgad.1erin 
. the Salvation Anny who was an early ~ 
, leader in New York City In the rebabiU· ~ 

. aUon of women who were drug ad- ·.~ 
diets, died Sept. 10 at ber bo~e in l;Ie:" 1 
bron, Ky. She was 82 years old, . .. , 
" She was ordaIned a rninlster in the : 
Salvation Army In 1927. In 1!M5 she was , 
named director , of 'the 'Salvation " 
Army's Eastern Territorial Correc
tlonaJ Service Bureau for Women, a 
p)5ltshe held untu sbe retired in 1964. 

She was a' fonner member of the 
New York Coundl on Drug Addiction 
and in 1959 received the New York 

'i Slate Welfare Conference Dir1!ct Serv
ice Award tor her help to "women who 
have been in trouble with the law." 
r She.had~;~~)~a!~~.VI?~' __ .~ 
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NEW YORK, N.Y. - Brigadier Doro~hy Berry, a Greenwich Village 

native and resident for ~he first 68 years of her life, died 

September 10 at her home in Hebron, Kentucky . "Brigadier Dolly", 

as she was affectionately known, was a pioneer in the field of 

rehabilitation of women suffering from the consequences of 

addictive drugs. 

After her ordination in 1927, her free hours 

were spent helping teen- age first offenders assigned t o the care 

of The Salvation Army by city courts and agencies. In the late 

1940's, "Brigadier Dolly" began her work with addicts she encountered 

in the Women's Detention Home, providing them with lodging, em-

ployment. counseling and referrals to other rehabilitation resources 

upon their release. In 1945 she became the director of the 

Eastern Territory Correctional Service Bureau for Women of The 

Sal vation Army, a post she held until her retirement 1n 1964. 

Brigadier Berry was a member of the New York 

Council on Drug Addiction which secured beds for addicts in 

municipal hospitals as early as 1951. She was a recipient of the 

New York State Welfare Conference Direct Service Award in 1959 
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for her "unique and consistent help to women who have been in 

trouble with the law. " 

As a child. "Brigadier Dolly" was attrac-

ted to The Salvation Army and decided to give herself t~rough' 

" the Army" to a life of service to others . Ir. Salvation Arrrry 

terminology. the Brigadier was "Promoted to Glory" at the age 

of 82 . 

Her work with women prisoners and addicts 

of New York City has earned her love from those she ·helped 

and respect from top City officials. At her formal retirement 

in 1964. when asked about her plans for retirment 7 the Brigadier 

exclaimed . "Retirement? Who ever retires in the service of God?" 

9/14/83 
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, jEtJ YOiR. .'1. Y. - Brigadier Dorothy 

. Berry who for 42 y~ars has '}ivcn he r 

life t h r ough TIle Salvation .\n:1Y to the 

r ehabilita tion of .... or:Jen in trouble 

was hOtlOCfed at a fa r e-Jell luncheon 

he l d in a Salvation A~ center s he 

helped plan, t he Stuyvesant Sq)la re 

Centt for 'Homen I s nar cotic treatr:lent. 

A Salvation Army pioneer in the 

fi i.ild of nar cotics . Brigadier HDolly" . 

as she is affectionat ely knmm . was 

director of correct ional services for 

women at her re t irement after 37 

years of service in The Salvation 

Arrry at the age of 63 on ~~ovember 1. 

1964. Since then she has served as 

narcotic consultant fo r l~e Salvation 

Army. 

She is a nat i ve of Gr eenwi ch 

Village whe r e she h as lived fo r mos t 

of her 68 years. Br igadie r Be rrj 

• 

• 



plans t o make future h oce in Heb ron, 

;"::y . 

At the farewell luhcnecm, tributes 

of apprectiation we r e paid by Colone l 

Willia~ !ang~. dire cto r of operations 

for Greate r :,ew 'iork; Nrs. iUle Lopez, 

director o f .'larcotics l..nonyt:1ous j and 

t~e Kev. Lynn liage~ , dire ctor of 

exodus House. 

dighli gh ting t he p rogram was t he 

dediclLtion of "Dolly Berry Chapel" 

mD t~c center '8 Becogniticn of 

Brigadier Berry's "compassionate 

service" as a pioneer in providing 

services to persons suffering from 

the consequences of addictive drugs., r 

Her admire r s also prrsented he r with 

a ~lft of money. 

In t he late 1940 's, Brigadier 

Berry began to work iwth addicts she 

contacted in t he Wooen 's Detention 

Home, providing them on their release 

with lodging , employment, counseling, 

and referrals to other rehatlilitation 

resources. She was a participant, 

• 
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carrying a sandwich board protes t 

sign, '.oIith othe r members of the Hew 

York L:o uncil on Drug Addiction t hat 

picketed Ci t y ll.all in 1?51 demanding 

beds for addicts in municipal lIospitals. 

Urigadicr Berry I 5 worI~ · ... i t:, wot:i.en 

pri!loners ear:led for he r in 1959 the 

":ct. York State Welfare Conference 

Direct Service Award for her 'uniq ue 

anti conaistent help to WOr.1en who have 

been in trcwle with the; law. " 

As a child , Brig.:1die r Beryy 'Jas 

attracted t o The Salvation Army and 

decided t o give herself through the 

Ammy to a li fe o f ser vice to others. 

After a short secretarial aareer, she 

attended The School for Offi cers I 

Tr aining from which she was conmdssioned 

in 1927 and at which sile t a ugh t for 

six year s. He r f ree hours were spent 

with helping teen- age firs t offenders 

assigned t o the care of tbe Army 

by city courts and agencies . 

Corpp appoin tments t ook her in 

(:IORE) 
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1932 to Cincinnati ...,he ra she served 

six years and to rU b any for a year . 

In 1939, she. was transfe rred to iiew 

Yor!<.. City as an adninist r a tive aid~ 

in the fi.!ld dl:!part::nent and 1011945 

sitt> l>ccame director of the ;:t\St~rn 

Territorial Co rrectioea! Service 

Rureau for ~Ior.:en. She he. ld this post 

Wltil the cGt:lblishi!lent of the Creater 

)lew Yor k Unified Command :!.n 1960 , 

at · .... hien time she was appointdd 

direc t or of the. command' 3 correctional 

service for women . 

Ue r work ' .... ith t{omen pr isone.r:; of 

tile city has e.arned f o r he r love 

from those she he l ped and respect for 

TIle Salva ti'n Army from City offtcials. 

At he r formal recirei:ilent in 1364 , wben 

asked about he r p l ans , Brigadier 

Berry said , " r e tirement? Who ever 

retires in t he se rvice o f Cod?!' 

(30) 
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In Memoriam 
Brigadier Dorothy Berry 

1901-1983 

The strength of the American Correctional Association 
during its difficu1t days in the 1930s, '405 and '50s was based 
on the solid support of a few affiliated organizations. 
Foremost among them were such groups as the Chaplains 
Association, the Wardens Association, the Volunteers of 
America, the National Jail Association and, most assuredly. 
The Salvation Army. 

Brigadier Dorothy Berry ("Brigadier Dolly" to all who 
knew her) was one of the stalwarts of both the Army and 
ACA. Without the strong support of such groups as men
tioned, along with others. the ann_qaI"Prison Congress," as 
it was then referred to affectionately, wouJd not have suc
=<Icd. 

Brigadier Dolly was indeed a faithful servant of the Army 
as well as ACJ\.. A native of New York's Greenwich Village, 
where she lived and worked for 68 years, Dorolhy died. at 
her home in Hebron, Ky., on September 10, 1983. Truly a 
pioneer in the field of rehabilitation of fema1e offenders, 
particu1arly those addicted to drugs, Dolly Berry was a 
laborer in a vineyard then unknown. Despite the long 
history of narcotic addiction in lhe Uniced States. very few 
persons had the fortilUde to fact: the problem of dealing 
with it on a person-to-person basis. Dolly made lhis her life 
work with the strong suppan of The Salvation Army. 

Continued on page 62 
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DOROTHY BERRY 
Continued from page 56 

Ordained a minister in J927, she immediately delved into 
the mysteries of New York's system of justice. In the 1940s. 
she seriously began work with female addicts, then housed 
in the old Women's House of Detention in the Village. In 
1945, she became the director of the Army's Eastern Ter~ 
ritory Correctional Scrvicc:s Bureau for Women, a post she 
held Wltil her retirement in 1964. 

A member of nwnerous official groups concerned with 
the narcotics problem in the New York area, she was in
strumental in securing the flrSt beds for addicts in a 
mwticipaJ hospital. In 1959, she was the recipient of the 
New York State Welfare Conference Direct Service Award 
for her "unique and consistent help to women who have 
been in trouble with the law." 

Dolly pressed the need for treating female addicts on a 
national scale through ACA. Those who knew her can see 
her now, winding her way along the Congress hotel cor
ridors and meeting rooms, always with a smile and a friend
ly word of greeting~mplete in her unifonn including the 
traditional bonnet of the early day "Sallies." 

The lifeblood of the Association during those days in 
which it struggled to keep alive, was based on such as Dolly 
Berry. Of course, she was not alone-but she was always 

there with a hdping hand . That's what counts-then and 
now! 

At her retirement ceremony in 1964, when asked about 
her plans for retirement , she exclaimed, "Retirement? Who 
ever retires in the service of God?" Surdy not Dolly Berry! 

Lt. Col. Harry Poole was the speaker at Dolly's funeral. 
The service was conducted by Major Andrew L. Nelson, 
director of. the Correctional Services Bureau, and Major 
Mary Davis paid tribute to the Brigadier. 

In Salvation Anny terminology, the Brigadier was "Pro
moted to Glory" at the age of 82. It was my own good for· 
tune, as a longtime associate executive director of ACA dur· 
ing the days of Dolly's service with the Anny, to have 
known her well. I frequendy requested her hdp and 
gujdance and, as is true with aU Salvationists, the word 
"No" was not a part of her vocabulary. On behalf of the 
ACA,I salute you, Brigadier Dolly, in your "Promotion to 
Glory." 

Roberts J. Wright 
Editor Emeritus and Past President 
American Correctional Association 

and 
Chainnan 
Maine Parole Board 
Camden, Maine 

" 

Del Norte Perimeter S~s show ~ 
what's happening and where, instantly. 

The Del Norte map 
annunciator system combined 
with the CIRCE or SP 2000 
alarm processor gives you 
total perimeter control. 

The system uses seismic 
geophone sensors -

._either fence-mounted or 
underground - andlor 
infrared beams to detect 
possible intruders or 
breakouts. The display and 
monitor system provides visual 
and printed records on all 
alarm information. 
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And the map displays come in both wall·mounted and remote 
mobile units for full versatility. 

Call or write for details on Del Norte perimeter systems. Let us 
show you what's happening with the latest from Del Norte. 
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'Brigadier Dolly' 
was a prisoner's 
friend 

TIlE STRENGTII of the American Correctional Asso
ciation (AGA) during Its difficult days in the 19308. '405 
and '50s was based on the solid support of a few 
affiliated organizations. Foremost among them were 
such groups 88 the Chaplains Association, the Wardens 
Association. the Volunteers of America. the National Jail 
Association and. most assuredly. The Salvation Army. 

Brigadier Dorothy Berry ("Brigadier DoUy" to all who 
knew her) was one of the stalwarts of both the Anny and 
the ACA. Without the strong support of such groups 8S 

mentioned. along with others, the annual "Prison Con· 
gress," as it was then referred to affectionately. would 
not have succeeded. 

A native of New York's Greenwich Village, where she 
lived and worked for 68 years. Dorothy died at her home 
in Hebron. KY, on Sept. 10, 1983. 1hlly a pioneer in the 
field of rehabilitation of female offenders, particularly 
those addicted to dnigs. Dolly Berry was a laborer in a 
vineyard then unknown. Despite the long history of 
narcotic addiction in the Unitod States, very few per
sons had the fortitude to face the problem of dealing 
with it on a person-te-person basis. Dolly made this her 
life work with the strong support of The Salvation Anny. 

Ordained a minister in 1927, she immediately del'v-ed 
into the mysteries of New York's system of justice. In the 
1940s, she seriously began work with female addicts, 
then housed in the old Women's House of Detention in 
the Village. In 1945, she became the director of the 

Anny's EutBm Territory Cotrectlon.l ServIces Bureau 
for \\bmen. a post she held until her retirement in 1964. 

A member of numerous official groupe concerned 
with the narcotics problem in the New York area, she 
was instrumental in securing the first beds for addicts in 
8 municipal hospital. In 1959. she wu the reclpient of 
the New York State Welfare Conference Direct Service 
Award for her "unique and consistent help to women 
who have been in trouble with the law," 

Dolly pressed the need for treating female addicts on a 
national scale through ACA, Those who knew her can 
see her now. winding her way along the Congress hotel 
corridors and meeting rooms, always with a smile and a 
friendly word of greetlng-complete In her uniform 
Including the traditional bonnet of the early day 
"Sallies." 

The lifeblood of the association during those days in 
which it struggled to keep alive was.based on the work 
of people such as Dolly Beny. Of course, .she was not 
alone-but she was always there with a helping hand, 
That's what counts-then and now! 

At her retirement ceremony in 1964, when asked 
about her plans for retirement, she exclaimed, "Retire· 
ment? 'Who ever retires in the service of God?" Surely 
not Dolly Berry! 

The brigadier was "Promoted to Glory" in 1983. at the 
age of of 82. It was my own good fortune. as a longtime 
associate executive director of ACA during the days of 
Dolly's service with the Anny. to have known her weiLl 
frequently requested her help and guidance and. as is 
true with all Salvationists, tha word "No" was not a part 
of her vocabulary. On behalf of the ACA. I salute you, 
Brigadier Dolly. 

Thl. article came 10 our attention by Edward Canty. correctional 
Mrvic" coordlnalor, and MaJor Norm. Roberti. lerrltorial.oc::lal 
aemce. teeretlf)' In the Southern Territory. 

It 11 reprinted with permlNlon from Correction. Thday m.g.· 
zlne, where It appeared In feb. 19&4 u a tribute 10 Brigadier 
Dorothy Berry. 

11 13 written by Robem J. Wright, editor emerilw and pa.1 
pretldent or the American Correctional Auociation. He I •• 110 
chairman or the Miline Parole Boanl, Camden, MA. 

Mrs. Brigadier Douglas 
Eldredge 

quarters, W.~hlnglon, DC: Allanta (#3 
Corps~ GA: and Baltimore, MD (special 
work- boys' c1ub~ 

After the promotion to Glory of her hus· 
band. she was honorably retired on Sept. 30. 
1966. 

Mrs. Brigadier Eldredge was PI moted to 
Glory on ,lB.n. 29, 1984, from CockllysvilJe, 
MD. She Is survived by two daughlen. Mrs. 
Jean Hoan and Mrs. Evelyn Pugett; two IOns, 
Robert and Gordon; and 13 grandchildren. 

BALTIMORE, MD-Dorothy Anita Law· 
rence was bom Octo
ber 24. 1904. In Com· 
wall. England, a 
daughter of Sah'ltlon 
Army offlceu. She 
came to the United 
Stales with her family. 

She man1ed Doug· 
lu Eldredge In 1925. 
They WIIITIIIaccepted u 
cldet-clptllns on 
Mucll 20, 1930, and received commissions 
as probatlonary-c.aptalns on June 19, 1931. 

ThelrlppointmentJ were dlvislolUll head· 

22 THE WAR CRYI'MAY 5. 1964 

For 30 yean, the Eldredges worked with 
boys in the BaIUmore 11'6a. The Eldredge 
name became I houllllhoid word as the liMit 
club they I8t up expanded Into three. Camp 
Puh'tok and then Camp Bon!dn:htm 'Mlre 
opened. and boyll WMII helped. strengthened 
and many $8ved from lives of crime under the 
Christian Influence 01 the Eldredges. 

Dorothy Eldredge supported her husband 
In III of the club Ictlvlties, and undertook 
many responslbilitiM on her own. She \'1.'115 
one of the few .... ,omen officeI'!! appointed by 
The Salvution Army to the Boys' Club Na· 
tional Conference, where she pllyed a promi· 
nent role. 

Dorothy Eldredge was a concerned, com· 
passlonale mother who left a rich heritage to 
so mlny. using her life and Influence for good 
ac:rou I long span of yean. She was a faithful, 
effective Salvation Army officer and a con58-
crated foll ower of her Lord and Saviour. 

A memorill sen.·ice was conducted b)' 
Major W. Ed ward Laity. d h'l!ional com· 
mand8Tfor Maryland and \Vest VlrgInll Divi
sion. and assistM by Major Houlllon Ellis, 
secratruy of the Southern Trade Department. 
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