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NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 

A C URONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Juno 1053' Six peoplo met at Sun Valley, Cal\rornla (or the purpose of orga.nizl~ the first -M'NA- group. 
The 'I"Helve Steps and '!'welve Traditions o( Aleohollcs Anonymolls were adapted (or use by the group from the very 
beglnnl08· Between mld-June and September 14, 1953, this original "governIngn or "steering" committee held various 
meeting:: for the purpose or writing by·laws. 

September H, 1953: AJ\er checklI18 with the Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office, the committee voted to 
change the name from San Fernando VaHey AA·NA to "Narcotics Anonymous." 

September 21, 1953: The committee met one last time to Iron out detaUs for the first N.A. mee~IIl8. 

OCtober 5, 19~3' The first mpctlng was held In fac Ulties rented from the local Salvation A£my Dad's ClUb, Sun 
Valley, CailiornIa. Seventeen people attended that first meeting. These origInal members made a commitment to continue 
for one year, ag'reelng that ona recovery would be ·slgnlficant.~ 

1956 (or later): The first !LA. (unoffiCial) publlcatlor., "Narcotics Ano.nymous," was prlnted.ThIs was a brief 
(elght,p3ge) information pamphlet containing the ~20 Questlons,~ a brief outline of N.A., the ,.. .... elve Steps and addresses 
of groups at. Studio City and San Diego, California. 

November 1959: N.A., per se, disbanded brleny, It VIas almost Immediately revived by several original members. 
The early years of N.A. were a period of slow growth. 

1960: Enterin& the new decade, tl.A. again entered a period of crisis The FeUowJhlp was s~Ul ln a state 
of slow gro· .... th. During the early 1960's only four groups contributed to support of a general service oence. All In 
California, they were at Studio City, Hollywood, Burbank and Los Angeles. 

1 !J6:!' The original wilite tx,lok, the panlphlet, "Narcotics Anonymous," was published without stories. 

190:.5: In order to ensure unity o( purpo.ie, the general membership In CalifornIa established a Board 
of Trustees. A literature sub-committee was established as part of the service arm of tho Board of Trustees. 

1966: 

1067: 

February 1geB: 

The new white book With stories and a white cover was printed. 

The board of Trustees was expanded In size, 

Volume 1 of the Vol~tl appeared 

1969' Becauso of continued growth, tile limited cap3clty oC the Board of Trustees to adequately 
coordinate a U1'JfJed "world" effort and frequent regional conflicts. a declslon was made by the Board of Trustees and the 
general memberShip to establish a central office This central ornee was to function as a clearing house, rather than a 
legislaLlve lJody. 

As a result. the Parent Service Committee of Narcotics Anonymous was created. 

1971 : The name, Parcn~ Service Committee of NarcotiCS Anonymous, was changed to Narcotics 
Anonymous Central Offiee Committee. 

J uly 20, 19'/1: The Boa.rd of Trustees authorized .1 central office, 

Novcmbor 5, 1971 : The first "wol'ld" convention was held ILL LaMI!'ada Country Club, LaMlrada California. 
Th!l convention ran llovember 5 through November 7. 

November Ci, 1071: At a business meeting during the world convention, the g~ne ral membershlp voted to elect a 
Ua!'i:otlcs Anonymous business manager with a "formal- office. Various problems followed the establlshmen~ at a huslnoss 
rnaMet'Dhu!ilnI!9s ofnceprlmarlly money Thel·tl WCI'il 11lad~quit~1l rer.ol1rees to P;lY the manager and he was unable to 
serve wl~houL pay. 

Novernbct' 15, 1071' The financial s~atemenL for the general service ornce for January 15,1 971 through november 
15, 1971. reported Income received rrom groups In Georgia. th:vada, Colorado and Idaho, as well as California. 



December 13, 197.1.: The NarcotIcs Anonymous Central Office Committee announced by letter the firm decision to 
open Ii. ·world central office: in January 1972. 

January 1972: Tne world central office opened at 2335 Crenshaw Blvd., Los Angeles, CA. 

February 15, 1972: The Board of Trustees authorized by letter the publication In hardcover of an N.A. book on 
recovery-not yet written. . . 

October 23, 1973: The first Area Service Comm1ttee, the San Fernando Valley (CA) A.S.C., was created. 

November 1974: Following moves to 1346 Highland Ave., Los Angeles; a room In the suicide prevention center, 
Los Angeles; a room above a baU bonding company on Van Nuys Blvd., Van NUys; the World Service Office was moved 
to its present location In the Sun Valley. 

Following the move to Sun Valley, It was discovered that several boxes of records and other historical data had been lost. 

Prior to the move to Sun Valley, the name had. been officially changed from World Central Office to World Service Office. 

llovember 15, 1975: At the California ServIce Conference, Arroyo Grande, CA, the first "N.A. Tree" was accepted for 
publication. In addition, the California Service conference authorized publication of a World Director . 

November 17, 1975 
Ano nymous. 

January 7, 1976: 

. The : N.A. Tree" was published. This publication Is the parent Service manual of Narcotics " ' . . -. . 

The Board of Trustees accepted the "N.L Tree" as an official N..A. publication. 

August 28, 1976: The first foreign language (Spanish) publication was authorized. This was followed by a Ge rman 
translation In late 1976, early 1977. 

October 21, 1976: At the general business meellng of the Ventura County Convention, Ventura CA, thrce major 
decisions were rendered: an "11.A. Tree" Commlttee was established to revise and republish that pamphlet; the 
qualifications for Trustee as they now exist Vlere established; and the decision for a "World Service Conference" was 
made. . 

November 13, 1976: 

January 25, 1977: 

April 17, 1977: 

July 19'17: 

November 1977: 
Fra.nclsco. 

The "fi rst" World Service Conference was held at Ventura, CA. 

The World Service was Incorporated. 

The first Regional Service Committee, the Southern California R.S.C , was created. 

The fi rst "N.A. Newsletter« outSide Cal!fornia (Kansas) began publication. 

The "second" \'1.S.C. was held In conJunction . with the Seventh World Convention at San 

The conference was cancelled due lack of quorum as defined by the "N.A. Tree." Only three people showed up for the 
conference. 

November 11, 19'77: The Board of Trustees predicted by letter that the next two or three years would hold greater 
growth for the Fellowship than that of the preceding twenty·five years. 

December 1977: Two more "N.A. Newsletters" appeared outside CalifornIa, In Georgia. and Pennsylvania. 

Duri08 this period, through early 1978, printed copies of the white book were in short supply, and groups were fUrnished 
emergency photocopies. 

February 197B: W.S.O assumed publication of the Voice. 

April 1, 1978: The "third" World Service Conference (the first as it is now kno\'m) opened at Van Nuys, CA. 
The basic concepts of World Service and the World Service Conference as they now exist were formulated at this two.oay . 
cOllf~rence. 

Early 1979: MaInline began production. 

April 2&29, 1979: The WOl'ld Service Conference, mec~lng In Los Angeles, directed the Llteraturo Commltteo to 
conduct a World Literature Conference for the purpose of colleetlng material to "rrlte an "N.A. book on recovery." 



.' 

140y 19, 1979: The groaruhrork for a World LIt.erature Conference was laid :'l.t. a meet.ing In Atlanta, GA. 

),(ay 27. 1979: Tho steering committee for the World Lltera!.ure Conference meeUng In Atlanta, 
tent.a~tvely scheduled the conforence Cor Wlchlt& -In the [all," 

August 26, 1979: The conference committee In Wichita held the first planning: session for the conference. 

October 6 1, 1979: The nrst W.L,C. was held at Wichita., KS. Attending the conference were a total orthtrt.y· 
five members from Kansas, Ohio, Nebraska, Georgia, California, TaMessee and Vi rginia. 

ThJs conference established an Initial style guide for the proposed book and began the task of cataloguing hundreds of 
pages oC material submItted by the Fellowship world·wtde. The Wichita conference staff guide was later released In 
pamphlet form 83 -The HandbOOK for Narcotics Anonymous Literature Corrunlttee.~ 

The Wichita Conference opened at 9:00 A.M. Saturday, Oetober 6, at Ash House. Morning detaUs Included a presentation 
by varlou3 members of the steering committee on the history of fLA. llterature and the need (or a definitive text. The 
:'embers then were presentc.d a proposed workshop agenda and the session dosed (or lunch .. 

'ine Conference reconvened.in the Offices of Home O'lltlers' Trust Insurance, Parklane Shopping center, In w'orkshop form 
at 1:00 P M The Saturday s~sslons closed at 4 P.M. 

The conference reassembled to 9'00 A !J., Sunday, and continued In workshops Until noon break. Reeonvenln& at 1'00 
P ..Y ., the worksl'op presented a report to full assembly. The conferen:e "'ended with a group s;;!sslon to approve the tw(>
days' work.. The conference ended at 5:00 PL1 

In addition to preltmJnary work on the basic text, the Wichita conference established general gUidelines for the Literature 
Cornnutteo concernln& the Deed (or a treasury, ways anJ mt.1flS of raising money, the need for publIcat ion, and el):anding 
and Improving the l.P Ubrary. . 

Respective of the basic text, the conference proposed a FeUowship-wlde effort th<,.t would be nn U..A. work-not a 
supplement of the A.A. big book. Guidelines for collec~lng material were established. Of 62 proposed topiCS, 59 topics were 
accepted. Fourteen chaptor oU1.lInes were proposed and twelve adopted. 

More that 500 man-hours of effort went Into the WIchita Conrerence. 

Sept. 8'12, 1980: The second W.L.C. was held at the Lincoln Federal Building, Lincoln, }lB. Attending were 
thlrty·sb: members rrom Georgl~ Pcnn!;yl';an!a, (lhto, British Colombia a';d Oregoll 

The meetlnc opened with a bat:kground report on the growth ,md dovelopm('n~ o( IIteraturo. ~'Ive achievable goa.J.s were 
proposed (or the conference: establish an outline or the chapter headincs; Inventory materi als collected; collate material 
Into outllne form; !:elect material ready ror print; and determine (urther material needed. 

The nrst coal was tentatively achieved on day or.e vJhen the assembly, reporting back from workshop, adopted It ten
chapter outl1no with additional preface, Introduction, dedica'.lon, personal stories and appendix. 

Beglnnh <6 with day two, the actual sorting of materlll began. Due to the large volume of materials, each chapter was sub
divided Into various categories. By the end of day three the inventory and so rting process had produced an Initial drat\. 
of ·Chapter one- ready for rewrite. By the end of day rour, the ten chapters had been dIvided into nearly 100 su"tr 
head\ntl. 

Prior to the end of the conference of day Ove, the vilrlous workshops had sorted through hundreds of r.ages of raw 
m'\1erlal and had produced 511 shoets of paste-up malerial, the cenesl::; (,f ~hc book:. These 511 sheets were the b,.'!Jle 
outline of a rough dratt Of whlch 42 pag~s of paste up devoted to Chapter One, sIx Onal "rough draft- sheets were set 
aside as the "Orst draft." The conference with a hook in rt.cognlzable rorm. 

The mtmllcts of the Lincoln conference worked around the clock during the last three days or the assembl1. More then 
1100 man·hours of labor went tnto this conference. 



Jan 3l-Feb 8, 1981: - Tho third IV.L.C. "as held on campus at Memphis State Un1versl!y~ Memphis, Tli. The 
conferonce opened with 27 pooplo from 6 statos In attendanco. Tho Inltlal meoting or this eonferenca established two 
goaLs: complete final draft ot tM N.A. book; and submit tho approved text to the FeUowshJp as a whole two months prior 
to May I, 19B1, the date oC tho World Convention, with fi nal approva.l to be sought at the Los Angeles convention. 

Day two of the conference began with a consensus on workshop guidelines. It was dec ided by group conscious to divide 
into smaller groups and to put each chapter through more than OD6 workshop. It was &Iso dec ided to ·workstlop" one 
chELpter at a tLme untll a nnal draft was acbleved. 

Beglnn1n8 With day two, the assembly began daUy contact with the local areas. Members In various areas and regions 
were located to accept lo~ distance phone calls for the purpose of further Input, as well as to solicit iur.ds. 

From day ODe, January 31, through day nine, February 5, the conference worked nearly around the clock in shifts. Eacb 
line In every paragraph, on each page of every chapter wilnt throuBh several group conscious workshops before reachIng 
-final typlng.- Chapters were rewritten, revised, expanded, cut and edited several times. Not all of the final effort was 
done at Memphls. One chapter was roughed out In California and alr-exprcssed to Memphis. One chapter travelled to Ohio 
with a committee member, and was re-wrltten on the plane back from Ohio to Memphis. Long distance calls were made 
from coast to coast to verify Input, assemble new data and to collect stories. 

Some of the chapters wer!! found to be In an acceptablo first draft stage, based on the work performed at Lincoln. One 
chapter was lncomplete through day slx of thl! Memphis conference. . - -

During the course of the Memphis conference, more than 70 people from 13 states were In actual attendance at some 
tlmo during the nine days. In addltlon, dozens more members from coast to coast were consulted by telephone and 
contributed either by phone, mall or air express. 

At Memphls alone, more than 4,500 man-hours were expended In the various star"s of wrlttT\8, rewriting, assembling and 
flnal compllation. Nme typewriters, two photocopiers, three cassette players, two telephones and a dlctaphone were kept 
In almost continuous use; and mOI'c than 20,000 sh~ets of pap~r were used to produce 200 pages of basic text. 

february 9, 1981: The Memphis conference ended and the files, eqUipment and now·approved ten of the 
review copy were moved to a local member's home. A small group of committee members from Kansas, OhIo, Georgia, 
CalifornIa and Tennessee remained to carry out the cOllference dIrective to havo the work printed and assembled for 
maUln8. 

The members from Georgia, California, Kansas and Ohio eventually return~d home and the few dedicated members from 
Tennessee continued to work around the clock to coordinate effons with the stenographer and prlnter. ThIs group 
remaIned in constant contact with commlttee members Crom Georgia, California, Oregon and Ohio. 

The eleventh hour efforts of the group 1n Memphis included dozens of phone calls to Georgia, Oregon, California, Missouri 
and other areas, as well as mUes of drlvtng from the work area to the stenographer to the prInter; lengthy visits with 
a lawyer (Cor copyright of the review copy) and post omes (for mailing permits); trips to Western Union to coUec~ money 
orders and to the bank for deposits; the slow, tedious task of proorreadJng anJ final assembly of 1200 caples; nnd the 
actual addresslll8 Ilnd maUlllil of the review copy to the Fellowship worldwide. 

Pebruary 27, 1981: The review copy Is maUed. 

This is a life time school; 
our graduates get loaded. 

-[rollL llie Grey Book, e li 10 
"llfnr l' IVitl Be R CW.!lzlcrl" 


