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DATES ARE APPROXIMATE (FROM MEMORY) ACTIONS ARE EXPLICIT 

"~~ork on "Our Book" begins as a project of the Fello~oJship ... by the 
World Li teratur6 Commi ttee (members Irlere members just by bei ng 
willing to help). This was DQt the l')SC Literature Subcommittee, 
but something called the World Literature Committee. 

"First World Literature Conference held first confere nce, wrote 
first literature handbook . 

.f..9.J1.9.\.~J~.D . .9. ..... H .. $ .. C:;: .......... ~ .. $.Q " Wor k on Basi c T ex t co nti nues ... WLC-2 deci des to 
frame chapters from little White Book ... 

Memphis Feb.' 81 - W L C - 3 I.H.f. ... c:;:.Q.N.c:;:f..PI=.....PQ.Wf.8~E;.$$ .. OY..E;.R .. .I.H.E;.PI .. $.E;Jj$f. .... .::-. 
IPf.N.TITY.::.v!?.Iy.§,i, . .fDp1y...6N.0.PPl.GI .. " .. ,.0.NP, ... , .. ,IH.f. ... J$I.P8AFI .... Q..f.Q.VR..S.9. . .?.t9. 
It?xt..:: .. I.Hf. ... G.RE;YSOQ.K .. , .. , ... ,a 1" e deve loped by Wor 1 d Liter a tu r e Comm i t tee 
r1emphis r1ar. "81- Grey Book distr ibuted to every kno\oJn NA Group 
(free) for review and input. 

"WLC-4 Fellowship responds with lots of input. Edit by committee, 
factoring-in .9..11 input begins. l.JLC membership swells into the 
hundreds no NA member is ev .. er denied membership. Book is 
becoming outgrowth of fellowship. 

"Obvious battle between WSo ~, WSB. 1st real WSC - most of the 
fellowship is represented. 

"Basic Text finalized by committee despite irresponsible, political 
new chairperso n who eve ntually resigns. Strong, directly­
responsible, open committee survives to serve in spite of 
inadequate trusted servant. 

"WLC elects its own new chairperson, distributes Approval Form of 
Bas i c T ext tot he Fell 0 \oJ S hip . E;V .. t?I.Y. ... k.D..9.v.~ .. n .. NA ..... 9I.9qp ....... Lt?9..t?,i,.Vt?..§ ....... 3. 
9 . .9.E.Y. .. Policy committee (WSc) enlists help of World Lit members to 
help draft a new service manual reflective of current fellowship 
practices- including reformation of WSO, Inc. 
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-Boo k is approved by the fellowsh ip t..h.f...9. .. lJ.9b. the WSC. WSO 
instructed to produce hardcover by September. Pr ice of book 
established at $8.00 until office "gets on its feet," then will be 
lowered - perhaps to $4.50 or less ... 

. Mj9 .. ::::.~j.Dt..Slr: ........ ' .. $.?/.'.$.~ 

-No book published by WSo. Most of fellowship copies approval form 
for use by members till hardcover is out. 

H$t;: ....... ' 8.~ 

- "1st Edition" is altered from form approved by fellowship. 
Justification used (;..Ias that some few members feel changes are 
appropriate. Fellowship demands book returned to approved state by 
a reformed WSO, Inc.--)2nd Edition 

"1'1otion passed WSC by 2/3 of voti ng participants that R.$.R .. ' ... $ ... Q..N.b.Y. 
y.QIE; .. ... AT .. H .. $ .. t;:.-'_ CHAIRPERSON CALLED 1'10TION DEFEATED BECAUSE NOT 2/3 OF 
TOTAL REGISTERED VOTING PARTICIPANTS. 

-WSB MAKES EMOTIONAL APPEAL BASED ON (PROBABLY SOLICITED OR 
FRAUDULENT) LETTER FROM GROUP IN NEVADA TO 'POLL' FELLOWSHIP DURING 
A 90 DAY-PERIOD REGARDING CHANGES TO THE CONCEPTS OF 4TH, AND 9TH 
TRADITIONS REPRESENTED BY DELETIONS IN 1ST EDITION. FELLOWSHIP 
REPORTEDLY RESPONDS IN AFFIRMATIVE, THOUGH DOCUMENTATION NOT 
AVAILIBLE TILL 1991. 

- "Original 13" pamphlets approved . 

.. '.$..~:::: .. ' .. $4 

-Fellowship Report, originated as open fellowship-wide 
communication, becomes increasingly (and unnecessarily) detailed 
and exclusive in tone. WSO, Inc. initiates "Ne~>Jsline, " presenting 
Office's views to every NA group world-wide, fre e. 

-Price of Basic Text is still $8.00 (printing cost reported to be 
$1.45). 

H.$.t;: ......... ' ... $ .. 4 

-.N.A .. \::JAY. magazi ne ta ken from the fellowship and gi van to WSO, Inc. 

-World convention incorporated as a profit making venture 
administered by WSO, Inc. 

-WSC Finance committee disbanded. 

-World service communication persuades fellowship to accept concept 
of "vote of confidence" for RSR's. 

-WSC committee membership begins to close, eventually becomes small 
controllable groups of like-thinking members. 



-1'10tio n passed to allow WLC to do "minor editi ng o f Bas i c Text for 
te nse, verb agreeme nt, etc. " Office h ires professional editor to 
do l it committee ' s wo rk r esulti ng i n ma ny c ha nged co ncepts --)4th 
editio n . 

-Fe ll ows hip te ll s world services "no more professio nal writers. " 
However, WSC takes it upon themselves without fello ws h ip direction 
to r e-ed i t Basic Text as commi ttee of the whole --)5th edi tio n 
[allowing DQ fel l ows h ip review/input a nd ignoring estab li s hed 
f e ll o ws h ip Ap proval pr ocess] 

***************************************************************** 
***************************************************************** 

THE FO LLOWING ARE COMMENTS MADE TO ORIGINAL 
TRUST DOCUM ENT WORKING GROUP - PLEASE DI STRI BUT E THESE 

5-16-91 i nput 
... I'~othing significant has happened since lIJe first ta lked (late 
f eb . ' 91) to bring NA toget her. I believe, at thi s point, some real 
he a l i ng act i o ns mu s t occu r if Narcotics Anonymous is t o re rn ai n 
i nt a.ct. 

Me mbers a wa r e o f t he f acts wi ll no l o nge r tolerate the 
existi ng s ituatio n . More "Illicit " te><ts a nd ot her litet-ature \-.) il l 
appear . More members wi ll be hurt . We cou ld l ose o ur no n-profit 
status. Most i mpor t a nt: fe wer addicts cou l d f ind recovery . 

A Li terature tr ust docume nt t hat re i nforces the so luti o n 
rat her t ha n co mpo unding the problem c oul d be a n ho nest in itial 
effort. 

SOME PO INTS AND CONS I DERA TIONS RE: LITERA TU RE TRUST 
1 ) f.9.r.. ..9..lJr. ....... 9.9.mm9..D ....... w..~lf.~r..~..:. A documen t s hould be writte n wh ich 
a ccurately describes and formally defines the unwritten "trust" 
and de-fac t o co ntractual agr eeme nt tha t a lr ead y ex i sts. Th e 
different entities that are party to this trust and contract need 
to be accurately def ined and characterized. The r o l es of these 
parties a nd their relations h ip s ho ul d be rea l istica ll y specified. 
This docume nt s hou l d surpass curre nt or past written or per ce i ved 
l i mitations, de f i n i ti o ns, guideli nes, policy or procedure. 

2) (s imp 1 y s tat e d) Nf:1RC,OTlC,$ .I?lNQNYMQV.$. TRV$T$. JT'..$ .... $I;RYJ.C,I; .... e.OI?lRP.$J 
C,OMMlTTI;J;$.,. ... TRV$TI;P.. $I;RYI?lNT$.. ANP ( E ~'1 PL 0 Y E E S }$P~.C,JA.k .... HQ.RK.~B$...TQ. 
8..I;$PON$1~.!::, . .Y ... P8.0.P. V..G. I;{ .. PUBLISH.) .. 7 .... .P.I$TRIe..V.T;.:.7 .... G.QN.$.;.:HY..;.: .... I?l.NP. .. .D..;.:.Y..;.:~9P ... IL~.f-
PROPI;RTY. ...... f.9R ........ Tt:tE .......... e.I;N.I;F.IT .... 9E .. .. Tt:tI; ..... _ ... ~: .. AP.P.lC,.I .. ....... w..t::tQ ....... $.Il.k.b ........ _.$.V.EF.J;B$~ 
AC,C,9RPlNGTQIH;':. $.P..;':C,IElC, .Q.P..;':HI?lIIY;': .GVIP;':I",IN;':I.C,QNTRI?lC,I ... IN.IH.;':.4.NP..: 
ZTH .. , .. JUH, ..... I?lNP. ...... 9TH ..... IRI?l.P..ITIQN$ 

3) ... The "property " is fellowsh i p approve d NA literature etc . 

4) The parties of a traditional trust are : Trustor (owner), Trustee 
and beneficiary . In this case N~:r.::.9..9. t.i,.9§ . l?ln9..Dym.9.lJ§ (the unorganized 
spi ritual fellowship) owns the property and l§ .... th~ ... Ir..lJ.§t.9.I. All o f 
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the property is a vehicle to carry the "message" that fulfills an 
NA member's program in step 12, and defines an (NA) group's primary 
purpose in tradition 5. The Trust ee is composed of an agent :WSOinc. 
who is employed by (service boa rds and committees directly 
responsible to Narcotics Anonymous) the ASC's, RSC's, WSC & WSB. 
The .E.:l. §?.D.§'. f.Jc::::1.:?.IY. .... :1.:.§. any recipient of the NA message contai ned in 
the se ve h i c 1 es de fined a s pr oper t y ( .t: . .b §? .. ?tc::l.q:1.: c:::.t: .. w.b.9. .. §.t:.J.l1 ...... ?.\:Jf.f~T.§ ) . 

5) The reality of our situation and therefore the wording of this 
document may be cumbersome for the secular legal system, however, 
it is the responsibility of that legal system to accommodate us -
not the other way around. 

6)[reiterated] the fellowship Narcot ics Anonymous creates the 
property a nd wishes it to be given to those who need it. Service 
boards a nd committees (ASC's , RSC's, WSC & WSB) and their agent 
WSOinc. package t .he property and of fer it for use?.C:::C:::.9.Ic::l:1.:.D.9 . t..9. .. t:b§'. 
c::lJr.~.,c::: .. t. :1.: . .9n .. .9..t. .. t.h.~ ...... f.~.11.9..w .$.h.i..P.,. Add i c t s who s till suffer a c qui r e the 
property from the agent a nd use it to their benefit. 

7) A (real) "trust" already exists : the preceding is accurate 
description of that trust. --- Document is only formalization . 

8 )w..b.~t..h.§'.r.. .. t..b.J§>. ...... t.r.IJ§>.t.J.§ ..... ,.fQr..m?lJ .;?:~q .. Qr.."' .. .D9..t. ....... w.b.~,D..~.y.~.L ..... t.b.~ .... §P,j,r.Jt. .. Qf 
.t.b.~ ........... t..r. .. ~st i s 1::>,.r..9..k,~.n, ....... , .. t..b..~ ...... , .... 9..w..D. ,~.r../.t..r..q.?.t.Qr. ............ w.J.l .l .... , .... ?§§Jg.D . ..qJf.f.~.r.. §'..Dt. 
.. :~t..r.q?t.~~?I.~ .... t.Q .. ?9.b.,j,.~y,~g.9..?..l . .9.f...gJft.Jng .. ~'p.r..Qp..~r.t.yl' .. t.Q...I::>.~.D~fJ9.J?.r..y . ,_ 

Lit.Trust general input (to original working group) 
6/20-21/'91 

(Proposed) Lit.Trust Background Statement - Introduction 

During the years between 1978 and 1982 Narcotics Anonymous 
began the process of self-definition a nd maturity that would al l ow 
our Fellows hip to become a significant worldwide force for recovery 
from addiction. A relatively small group of people, or dinary 
recovering addicts, developed our fell ows hip ' S f irst significant 
item of property - our Bas i c Text - the book e ntitl ed Narcotics 
Anonymous. Th is collection of NA members vwr ked as part of the 
literature sub-committee of the world service co nference. The Four 
major l;~r i ti ngledi ti ng 1 i terature conferences were located both 
ce ntrall y and at geographical extremes across the fello~'Js hip so 
that the maximum number of NA members could attend and participate. 

Every NA member ~\lho wanted to he lp wr i te our book had the 
opportu ni ty. The comm ittee eventually numbered in the hundreds of 
active participating memb e rs. Eac h had a role and a voice in t he 
content of o u r basic text. During thi s time these members and the 
f el lows hip of which they were representative, developed a trust 
bond with the service structure; that the results of t heir \.'Jork 
would be used in the same spi rit a nd manner it was developed. IbJf 
1.$ .... t.b .. ~ ... p..?$.t$ .... ? .. n.c::l ....... f..9..\d .. D..c::l .. ?. .. t...i. . .9 .. D. ...... .9. .. f. .... t..h.~ ..... b .. i..t:.~.r.?.t:.\d .. r.~ ..... I.r..lJ.$ .. t. ..... Q.9 .. c:::.lJ.m.~.D..t. .... , .. 
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**************************************************** 

ORIGINAL DRAFT AFFIDAVIT/DECLARATION 

We, who have signed below, participated in discussions held at 
MRLCNA in Harrisburg, Pa. in February, 1991. 

The purpose of these discussions was to heal the division in 
the Narcotics Anonymous fellowship which resulted in case #907631 
before the Eastern District Federal Court. We were to be part of a 
wor ki ng group that was drafti ng an Intellectual Property Trust 
document which would accurately describe the origin, ownership, and 
purpose of Narcotics Anonymous literature and the bond of trust 
between the fellov~ship of ~~aicotics Anonymous a nd it's service 
boards, committees , a nd service of fi ce. 

The participants in these discussions were: George H, Stu T, 
80 S, David M, Oma J, Jim M, and Kathleen M. 

We undeistood Stu T to cleaily state during t hese discussions 
t hat WSO Inc. would not suggest a ny definitive action regarding t he 
c opyrights on NA literatuie during WSC ' 91. Stu T ie-affiimed his 
promise during a co nference call April 19, 1991. When suggestions 
were made regarding WSO's reference at WSC '91 to work in progiess 
on literature-copyri g hts and this trust document He responded 
" ... we'll keep th ings status quo until we get fi ni s he d ... " 

Stu T broke his promise when , during the WSO Inc. report to 
WSC '91, he called upon attorney Terry Middlebrook to address the 
conference regarding copyrights. Subsequently, Stu T initiated the 
motion that the confe)-ence ie-affirm t.JSO i nc . 's "exclusive iights" 
to copyright and publish NA literature. 

Respectfully submitted, 
***************************************************************** 

letters in response to trust document 

******************************************************************* 
We are a "group" a local chapter of the spiritual 

fellowship Narcotics Anonymous. As a discreet unit, an 
autonomous but integral part of this fellowship we wish to 
clearly state that we are part-owners in each and every item 
of "Intellectual Property" that belongs to Narcotics 
Anonymous and we do not assign or give ownership of any item 
of this "Intellectual Property" to any service board or 
committee of Narcotics Anonymous. 

All service boards and service committees of Narcotics 
Anonymous are defined by one principle; the Ninth 
Tiadition of Naicotics Anonymous ... "N.A. as such ought never 
to be organized, but we may create service boards and 
committees, directly responsible to those they serve." 

Our group has but one ultimate authority, a loving God 
as He may express himself in our Group Conscience. Our 
leaders are but trusted servants, they do not govern. All 
Narcotics Anonymous service boards and committees are 
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theoretically composed of these trusted servants who do not 
govern. 

"THE FELLOWSHIP INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY TRUST" is a legal 
document proposed to the 1992 World Service Conference of 
N.A. by the World Service Board of Trustees. In this legal 
document the "Parties" of the trust are: Trustor (o\l-Jner) -
World Service Conference of N.A., Trustee - World Service 
Office of N.A., and Beneficiary - Fellowship (Groups) of N.A. 
This is wrong; the Fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous-the 
groups of Narcotics Anonymous own all of the property of 
Narcotics Anonymous. Therefore, this document, as proposed, 
is invalid. There are many other errors and 
misrepresentations in the document but this one major flaw 
is the basis of our severe objection to the document and 
our refusal to be legally bound by it. 

We also wish to state that the world Service Conference, 
the World Service Board of Trustees, and the World Service 
Office Board/WSO inc. have regularly and intentionally 
compromised the spiritual principles stated previously (2nd & 
9th Traditions of N.A.) as well as the seventh Tradition 
which states our principle of self-support. The spiritually 
based, non-governing, directly responsible, inclusive service 
boards and committees which once characterized N.A. world 
service no longer exist. In their place are business­
oriented, bureaucratic, power centers manipulating 
information and "services" through clever propaganda and 
political control. We refuse to lend them credibility. The 
"decisions" of the world service conference bear little or no 
resembelance to the group conscience of Narcotics Anonymous, 
none at all if all the facts were known to the fellowship. 
The trustees, in the name of expediency, regularly compromise 
those very principles they are trusted to guard; the 
Traditions. And the office funds all of this disservice 
through selling "products", our literature, \l-Jhich ~o.Jas written 
as a gift to benefit all addicts seeking recovery. Each of 
these world service entities presents the fellowship polished 
propaganda as justification. We are not fooled.The nature of 
N.A. ~o.Jorld services in 1992 '(enders any "decision" made at 
the world service conference, any decree made by the board of 
trustees, any legal action taken by the world service office 
null and void, and not binding on the fellowship of Narcotics 
Anonymous. 

We suspect, regretfully, that where there is smoke there 
may also be fire; perhaps, while violating the spiritual 
principles of N.A. service, members of our office board or 
staff chose also to violate the law. Our basic text, the book 
Narcotics Anonymous has generated millions of dollars in 
cash-flow for the WSo inc .. Our requests for an unbiased 
audit have been unif or mly ref used . We pray no-one has used 
N.A. dollars for their personal gain but we are not naive. 
Narcotics Anonymous is a non-profit fellowship we need for 
our office to be above reproach as reguards our non-profit 
status. 

In summary, neither N.A. world services in general, nor 



The Fellowship Intellectual Property Trust specifically, are 
representative of the Fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous or 
the spiritual principles upon which that fellowship is based. 
We, as part of Narcotics Anonymous will not assign any of our 
" Intellectual Property" to, nor be bound by, any decisions of 
any world service board or committee of N.A., until such time 
as these bodies embrace the spiritual guidelines of Narcotics 
Anonymous service: The Twelve Traditions. 

************************************************************* 

We, The Recovery First Group of Narcotics Anonymous are 

writing in protest of decisions made by the World Service 

Conference. The WSC has chosen to violate the spiritual 

principles of Narcotics Anonymous, therefore WSC decisions 

are "null and 

void " . We will not be bound by WSC decisions, Narcotics 

Anonymous is not bou nd by WSC decisions. 

The World Service Conference has gone along with the 

World Service Office, World Service Board of directors, and 

the board of trustees in seeking power and control of the 

spiritual fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous that created 

them. They participated in the theft by deception of stealing 

the copyrights of The Basic Text of Narcotics Anonymous. 

These copyrights belong to the fellowship of Narcotics 

Anonymous as a whole, not to any service board or committee. 

Our Basic Text was written by recovering addicts for 

addicts seeking recovery without support of the W.S.O., Inc. 

it was written 

by the NA members who participated in our literature movement 

during the late 70's and early 80's. Our boo k was not written 

as a 

"work for hire" but rather, We wrote our book as a labor of 
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love. We entrusted the publishing of our book to the 

W.S .O.inc. with all intent that the fellowship would continue 

to "own" its own book 

with all the rights and responsibilities of that ownership. 

What has happened instead is that the W.S.O .• Inc .• with 

support of it's board of directors and the world Serl/ice 

Board of Trustees have manipulated changes in our text 

without seeking direction of the NA Fellowship. Theses World 

"ser vice " enti ties have used the l-Jor Id Service conference as 

a ve hicle to endorse their behavior while compromising the 

Twelve Traditions of Narcotics Anonymous . 

World Services including most of it's boards, 

committees and officers. participate in persecution of NA 

members who speak out against their policies. They even 

prosecuted one member by taking him into Federal Court for 

copyright infringements. They deliberately selected this 

member. only one of many involved. 

who is dying from the AIDS virus and did not have the 

financial backing to defend himself. 

World Services in general and the WSO inc. specifically 

have used a large portion of the funds generated by sales of 

our book to 

provide "services" that were not requested by those they 

serve. A great deal of money has been spent to further t heir 

own singular perceptions through political style propaganda 

via their e xclusive access to effective Fellowship-wide 
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communication . This violation of our spiritual principles is 

expanded through world service travel worldwide to personally 

manipulate the Fellowship interfering with the group 

conscience process and influencing groups, area and regional 

committees and service offices to agree 

with their power and control political beliefs. NA world 

services regularly violate the principles of the ninth 

tradition including ... "the ninth tradition goes on to define 

the nature of the things that we can do to help N.A. It says 

we may create service boards or committees to serve the needs 

of the fell 0 ~J S hip. NQ . .D..I?.9f.. .. t.hSlJOh.?.§.t.h1?. .... P.9..i1 .. §lr ..... t.Q ....... I .. v.l.I? ... ,. 

<:::1?.D.§9I.,..<:;J.§!9J<:;ISl .. 9., . .9I.9.b.<:;:.t§lt§!.,. They exist solely to serve the 

fellowship, but they are not part of Narcotics Anonymous." 

(Basic Text Second Edition) 

Throughout the years we have sought a n .~D.t.:§!I . .D.?l 

financial audit of W.S.O., Inc. As the corporate arm of our 

world services, 

this non-profit organization is bound not only by federal 

501(c)(3) regulations to fully report all revenues and 

expenditures, but also morally and spiritually obligated, by 

its ow n g u i de lin e s, to be f. .. I?$PQ .. D..$..1..'!.1? .. ?D..9 .. L.I?$.P9D..$.b.pl?.. tot he 

fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous. 

There is a lack of financial accountability . We know 

that our book has bought in millions of dollars. Also other 

literature has brought in a sizable amount of funding. Yet 

there has never been an outside internal audit done. We 



therefore request that the California Attorney General's 

office investigate WSO inc. on 

our behalf. WSO inc. is a non-profit cooperation operating 

under California State laws, but they do the majority of 

their business throughout the world. We feel that they have 

violated their non - profit status and that individuals there 

use this non-profit status for personal gain. 

10 

************************************************************* 

World Service Board 

PO Box 9999 

Van Nuys, CA 

Dear fellow members, 

January 28, 1992 

I want to thank you for the restitution of my name to the mailing list. 

It helps me clear up matters that come to my attention when information 

becomes garbled. I hope you got my note about the "Just for Today· 

plaque. Matters such as this need to surface and be dealt with in an 

appropriate manner. Perhaps a copyright verification with the Pacific 

Lumber Company would help clarify whether this piece is ours, public 

domain, property of some other entity, or varies sufficiently from the 

original to constitute a new version. 
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Another matter concerns me now: the copyrights to our literature. 

Along with many others, I helped work on literature directly in my 

c apacity a s a member of the World Service Office Literature Committee, 

Board of Trustees Literature Committee, and as Chairperson of the World 

3ervice Conference Literature Committee . I n that time, there was a 

fundamental understanding: Addicts were writing for addicts, passing 

on what was then known of recovery in N.A., and that none of us sought, 

nor would receive, any personal gain. It felt like a giant Twelfth 

Step. I think time has verified this. The main discovery was that 

there was a verbal literature trust statement. It went like this: 

"We're doing this ~.Jork with no thought of self, out of love and 

gratitude. ~~e seek no byline, no ro>-'alties. This work is a gift." 

If you had been involved in talking with a few thousand members who 

contr ibuted time, travel, and mater ial sufficient to get see the .E.:l .. ?.?..J .. <2 

L~ .. x .. t. .. from dream to reality, you would probably feel some loyalty to 

those whose trust you had to earn. This trust is still upon me as well 

as others who were fortunate enough to be directly involved. 

I realize now that we were in error to not have documented this 

statement formally . Our trust in the leadership during that time was 

perhaps overzealous. Our encouragement to the old WSO to inspect their 

accounting and copyright procedures, was perceived as personal 

criticism of Jimmy Kinnon, and was one example of how thing started to 

go wrong. I pray that we can show some good sense and goodwill to 

formulate a suitable trust document. In my opinion, the document 

currently out for approval would not stand up to Fellowship scrutiny, 

or be an effective service document even if it were approved. The 

misconception remains, and perhaps is even fostered, that wsc approval 
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equals Fellowship approval. 

I was less sure of myself in those earlier days. I contented myself 

with stating my feelings in my trustee reports and let it go at that. 

I want to Tenth Step this today by being more vigorous in my 

opposition. Haven't we learned by now that not caring how other 

members feel about something and pushing an item past an exhausted WSC 

is no substitute for dealing with issues? 

It's sad when some of our most loving, dedicated, and selfless members 

are betrayed and leave the Fellowship when they see that processes have 

been abused and ignored, or see individuals taking advantage of their 

servant positions. 

We need plain and simple documents defining the role of our world 

service branches in carrying out the will of the Fellowsh ip. Any 

member should be able to read, understand, and feel a degree of respect 

to the material maintaining the Fellowship's legal right to copy the 

material it has created. As written, the current "Fello~..Jship 

Intellectual Property Trust Agreement" is harsh and intimidating. 

Many months ago, I was asked to participate in developing what was then 

called the " literature trust document." While I put in over 70 hour 

working on this, I cannot see where a ny of my input , nor that of the 

other members who also submitted input, was utilized . Foreseeing a 

need to review what was said in the conference calls, and not wanting 

any viewpoint to be lost, a taped transcript has bee n made of both 
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calls. These are available upon request. It is somehow prophetic that 

the need for this documentation is being manifested. 

Regardless of what Stu and George may have stated at the June 15 

combined meeting, that document was in no way ready for fellowship 

review OT approval. In fact, Stu said only a few weeks earlier that 

"W e had better take time to work on it a little bit. I think if we 

expanded our thinking a little bit, we could come up with some viable 

options. "Ci ) It was clear to everyone at the time that no consensus 

existed in the "small working group." 

As time \.olent on in ~1ay and June, and "\.ole" continued to work on 

solutio ns to the extreme conflict of tone and approach, I was told that 

the work was discontinued due to lack of funds. At the time, I was 

only disappointed and chagrined. However, looking at the report on the 

seventh and eighth pages of the approved minutes, combined BOD/BOT 

meeting in June, Stu said "The small working group feels that the 

doc ument is basically ready for fellowship review." THIS IS A LIE. 

It was evident to everyone involved that conceptual problems existed 

and that the document was advanced prior to resolution of these issues 

without the knowledge or consent of the majority of the working group. 

Frankly, I was sad, albeit not surprised, to see documented evidence 

contradicting the excuse of a low budget. If this were a factor, 

surely the work could have proceeded in a less costly manner. 

Is this matter going to go to the Conference? If so, as one member of 

the small working group, I would like to report now that some time and 
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money is getting wasted. It won't pass at WSC, and if it does, the 

Fellowship will abandon it at the first strong wind. Hopefully, we 

will be able to grow together to the point where we don't play politics 

with one another. Apparently, we have not yet reached that point. I'm 

not too dismayed, though. I trust that some of you will have the wit 

and humor to scrutinize these classes of concern with more vigor. 

In loving service, 

Bo Sewell, Past Trustee 

(1 )Page 37 ,May "littrust"tapetranscript 

************************************************************************* 

WE PRAYED THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO SETTLE THIS ~IATTER SHORT OF 

LEGAL ACTION. WHAT WE REQUESTED WAS ONLY A MATTER OF THOROUGH 

DISCUSSION IN THE FELLOWSHIP OVER AN ADEQUATE PERIOD OF TIME. WE 

BELIEVE THAT WHAT WE DO IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE FELLOWSHIP AND 

WORKS TO MAKE OUR MESSAGE MORE AVAILABLE. 

THE PRIMARY POINTS OF CONTENTION WITH THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY TRUST 

DOCUMENT ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

l)IN ALL OF OUR DISCUSSIONS, WE WERE TOLD THAT A DRAFT PROPOSAL OF THE 

DOCUMENT WOULD BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE FELLOWSHIP FOR REVIEW. MEMBERS 

WOULD BE GIVEN A PERIOD OF TIME FOR THE FELLOWSHIP TO MAKE COMMENTS AND 

~~------~------~--~~~------~~--------------------------------------------------------
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GIVE INPUT THAT COULD BE DRAFTED INTO THE FINAL FORM BEFORE THE 

DOCUMENT WOULD BE AGAIN DISTRIBUTED TO THE FELLOWSHIP FOR APPROVAL (OR 

DISAPPROVAL) . 

2)THE ORIGINAL TRUST DOCUt1ENT WORKING GROUP CONTAINED TWO OF THE 

ORIGINAL "AUTHORS" OF THE BASIC TE~<T. THEIR IDEAS CONCER~HNG THIS 

TRUST WERE DISCARDED WITHOUT FIRST OFFERING THESE IDEAS TO THE 

FELLOWSHIP FOR CONSIDERATION. ALL OF THE CONSIDERED INPUT FROM THE 

ORIGINAL GROUP SHOULD BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE FELLOWSHIP FOR 

CONSIDERATION. 

3)NOWHERE IN THE TRUST DOCUMENT IS THERE PROVISION FOR THE 

3 

FELLOWSHIP TO ACQUIRE INFORMATION REGARDING FULL FINANCIAL 

ACCOUNTABILITY OF MONEY GENERATED BY SALES OF LITERATURE AND OTHER 

PROPERTIES. WE REQUEST A FULL INDEPENDENT INTERNAL AUDIT. IN ORDER TO 

CONTINUE TO DO BUSINESS FOR WSO, Inc. (As every group does when it 

announces Basic Texts or other literatur e for sale), WE NEED TO KNOW: 

A)FINANCIAL RECORDS PERTAINING TO: 

1.TRAVEL OF WSO STAFF 

2.TRAVEL OF WSC, WSO, and BOD EXPENDED TO WSO, Inc. 

3.ALL OTHER TRAVEL OF NA MEMBERS EXPENDED TO WSO, Inc. 

B)REPORTS EXPLAINING THE REASONS FOR THE TRAVEL AND THE GOALS 

ACCOMPLISHED. 
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4)THE CURRENT "LEGAL" (albeit fraudulent) REGISTRATION OF 

COPYRIGHTS ON N.A. LITERATURE DEMEANS THE SELFLESS SERVICE OF THOSE 

MEMBERS WHO WRITE AS PART OF THEIR PERSONAL 12th STEP "WE TRIED TO 

CARRY THIS MESSAGE TO ADDICTS ... " THERE IS A MORE ACCURATE WAY TO 

DESCRIBE OUR GIFT TO THE ADDICT WHO STILL SUFFERS. 

SlONE OF THE REASONS TO DRAFT THIS DOCUMENT IN THE FIRST PLACE 

WA S THE QUESTION OVER THE EXCESSIVE COST OF OUR LITERATURE. THIS 

DOCUMENT NOT ONLY DISALLOWS THE FELLOWSHIP THE ABILITY TO HELP 

DETERMINE THE PRICE OF ITS LITERATURE, BUT PLACES COMPLETE CONTROL OF 

PRICING IN THE HANDS OF WSO, Inc. 

POSITION PAPER 
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A member at WSC '92 stated " ... your ideas are respected by many here, 

however, your methods are unacceptable." To all of you who may embrace 

this feeling: We have worked in and through the existing structure for 

t he last ten years, only to have our characters assassinated, our ideas 

ridiculed (the same ideas shared by the vast majority of the informed 

fellowship), our service discredited, our recoveries threatened, and 

our input/comments discarded or ignored. Some of us have even had our 

lives and families threatened with physical harm, or even outright been 

attacked. For us to continue to work through the existing structure 

would be pointless and insane. WE HAVE BEEN LEFT NO ALTERNATIVE - WE 

LOVE AND NEED THIS FELLOWSHIP ENOUGH TO FIGHT FOR IT. WE WILL NOT GO 

AWAY. 
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OUR PRIMARY THESIS 

.A.b.b ... N .. ,.A ... ,......b.+.I.!;.R.A.I.V . .Rf: .. _ .. f:3.!; .. b . .9NG.~I.Q. .... "c...l$"" . .9.W.Nf:P ..... . f:3. . .YJ .... "NAR .. c;,.9I.::r..~ .. ~ 

.AN.9NYtmV .. $ ... :: .. . I.HA.I. ... l .$., ..... N .. , .. A .. , ....... G.8.9t"JP$., ...... ANP .. .t1.A . .Y ... f:3.!;...V.~!;.P .. . s.y ... .I.H.Q.$.!; .... GR..9.VP..$ -

(.NA8~Q.Il~$AN.9NYt1.9V~J .A$I.H!;.Y .. $!;!;. ElI.,. The cop y rig h t son 0 u r 

Bas i c T ext have bee n reg i ster ed not 0 n 1 y i mpr oper 1 'l, but F..R .. A .. V.PV.b.!;N..Ib.Y: 

The book ("Jas Og .. t. .. v~ritten as a work "made fo ·r hi,-e," but written by N.A. 

members as part of "~-Je can only keep ~-Jhat we have by giving it away" 

and "("Je tr ied to canoy this message to others." The copy,- ights cannot, 

and never will be owned by any other entity than Narcotics Anonymous. 

The copyrights were entrusted to WSO, Inc. as a fiduciary . WSO, Inc. 

has flagrantly ignored and superceded its fiduciary responsibilities. 

The "trust" has been broken. WSC & WSB have condoned and reinforced 

this activity. If WSC & WSB cannot do something corrective about this 

situation, we can, we will, and we are. 

in dedicated and loving service, 

Those N.A. members involved supportively 

~Ji th the "Motion to enforce or vacate" 

the order of Eastern District Federal Court. 
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