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directed to incorrarate the WSO. On Ja uary 25, 1977, thE. 
by-laws were file~ with the State of Caliter nia. The World Serv 
legal entity. 

arter and 
: oecame a 

During the 1982 meeting of the World Service Conferenc' .pants 
jiscvssed the office's place in the N.A. ser .. rice structure. Pa ts lound cne 
diticle of WSO's by-laws particularly trc " ling. 1rIC ]h that z early stated 
~hat WSO, Inc. "operates under the guiG . ines of the Tv elva 1 :)(IS," it also 
asserted thf" '0'SO was "fully independent :>f... t,A Narcotics ft n0nymouS 
S ~ ciety: A motio 1 was passed which directed WSO to amerv"' ' ~'3 by-laws by 
deleting lanGu~SC! that made WSO comr: -:- I ir e' t I om N.A. , and 

'porating 1 its place the following !f. 

,'tat the WSO, all members. directors. ana ,1 

abIde by, motions adopted e. 8aCtl WSC rr OJ 

WSC as they partaIn to f<- e o~eratlon ot t. e NSf' 

.,,13 d nC ,)re sucJ~ ~ . J.nd will 
lIement da--: l" ,ns reached by the 

The 1982 WorlO ;:)ervlce Conference r ..3 also discussed the need to 
clarify WSO'S role in the publication of N Jre. Another recommendation, 
approved as part of the motion already r .' to. stated that "the WSO was 
legally created to be the publishing arm r ;cotics Anonymous Ill:! !l means of 
Y;- .J rately reproducing the message of I ry. It :s a propriate and essential 
lh Rt aH publications used bv NA be [repr j] u."':",er the direct control of 
WSO:' When approvin£ tt sse and other recommendations affecting WSO'f. by­
iaws, the 1982 conference prc\' .. ~e c tnat "these changes [be held] in abeyance ... 
[for] a pviod not to exceea '_ ~e year . \} e, [the World Service Conference of 
NarcotIcs Anonymous]. 'AJ:l at • ~at time vote to reaffirm same. N 

At the 1983 World ::'srvice Confere'1ce , 'he cl1airperson c r th , SO Board of 
Directors presented participants with rev' ed WSO by-laws. 'We at the World 
Service Office board have voted on these changes,· the board chairperson 
~ 3ted in his report, "and we would like the app:,oval of he Wo-Id ServicE' 

Conference. liZ I h e WSO board chair then proceeded to read aloud every section 
of the 1982 b) '~ws which had be.; . -evised. referring participants to printed 
I" ' s of the new b'f-Iaw$. The C i1far nee offered no objection to the revised by-
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Section 15.02 of the 1983 by -laws directly addressed sorre of the 1982 

conference's primary concerns: N~~ 
15.02- All members, Directors and officers of this corporation shall bEt j are, subject to, /~.~~w 
and will abide by, the principals of the IWELVE TRADITIONS~ of N~·.-;.Jtics Anonymous 0-\ O\I.f<"-'N¥l 
Society as set forth in the pamphLet identified and entitled as "Narcotics Anonymous· and 
shall further avid by, motions adopted, at each WSC meeting and implement decisions 
reached by the WSC as they pertain to operation of WSO. It is herein specifically 
aCknowledged that 'lYSO acts 8S a r;"1 t;c iar.,.3 in its dealings with wse a'1d the fellowship ot 
Narcotics Anonymous and that the f1L't ~r0~eed$ resulting from the sale and distribution of 
any literature 5 .c/er ther materials forWSC and he fellow hlp Is received byWSO. f( WSC 
On August 15, 1987 t the World Service Office Bo::trd of Directors adopted new ' ~ 

by-laws. Those new by-iaws reflected the intent of 1983's section 15.02, while ~ 
-'tiding adGltional detail concerning prctection of N.A. literature and 
':::emarks. 

Article 2. Objectives and Purpo$e~ . 

.. . A specific PUr;)O 

by license agreer- .. r. I, 

publication an iT i 

Narcotics Anonym~ ; 

~e c)r;:oratlon shall t', 
~ !, 'cohcIICS Anony 

TIS!)t 01 the Tv, elv.;! : 

-''';,G in a fiduciary capacity the rights to , 
~ General Service Office, the use. control . 
t' M d Tw~ve Trad [tl~ns u adapted by 

A sp'ecific purpr <,c 1 n . ~ corpof<itio l"'\ shall be 10 hold In a fiduciary capacity the o....,nership 
rights to the cor :J ::t. orinting, duplicating, sales. ibutlon. licensing for production, 
printing, duplicat ing sa :-; ,d use of all of lhe inteik ~ ..ul r:" ies. logos, trademarks. 
copyrighted matenal~ erne"ems • l-t eHf'~ ..Ial and phy. ,Jroperties of Narcotics 
Anonymous, the spi' d .. a: fel' ._' (;,)\1'. ~ lonymous as a whole and such boards 
and c(lmrnittees '.: . r~ fion... ..:e Confe~ance as m;,\y be directed by the World Service 
C I _nce 

I specrtic PlJi~CSe of rne corporat ion :;tiz be to control t rnanage the production. 
printing, rr.a /l ufac:uring 1" properties of the splritu..... l fellowship of Narcotics 
Anonymous and offer said rJrope1ies for sale to the fellowship and general public." 

f:. soec 'f!c purpo·se of the corporation shall be to publish and distribute periodicals wriner 
or prepared by and fer the fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous as the corporation may t­

o lreeted to by the Wond Ser-..·ica Conference ... 

" s WSO corporate :) i -laws adopted in 1987 continue in fC'r .... e as of this writir. (~ 

3C""Oida. .ce wttn tre d'rec ion of N.A. ' $ \tv .. d Service (' ference, the World 
NIce Office corporatiol helds the copyrigfl - to "lit f'.' crature in a charita ;: 

... ... t4 on beh2.lf of the entire Fellowship of Nr ~ lymous. 
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SUMMARV: GENERAL TRUST FOR N.A. UTERATURE 

In 1971, the N.A. Fellowship officially designated the World Service Office as its 
publishing hCL..se. In 1974, the fellowship directed the World Service Office to 
become a corporation. In 1982 and 1983, the World ServiCt3 Office corporation's 
role as N.A. 's literarv . Jstee was clarified by the World Service Conference. The 
~Jrporate b'I·laws ot ,j3 reflect the conference's specific intention. They state 
that "wsr _ts as a flduciary,i·-that is, someone who is given something, subject 
to the direction of the party who has given the ttllng--"in its dealings with WSC and 
the fellows t, i~ of Narcotics Anonymous, " N.A books, pamphlets, and service 
guides are developed and approved by ,he World Service Conference. Then, 
they are given to WSO, Inc., to be published for ttle fellowShip, and to be legally 
protected on the fellowship's behalf from expropriation or distortion by 
ur.authoriz.ed parties, subject to the direction of the World Service Conference. 

BASIC TEXT TRUST 

As for ;;1 N.A. literature, the copyright for our Basic Text is held in a charitable 
trust by orld Servi' 'fice Inc whiCh acts at the direction of the World ' \lice 
Conference. Aftf ,'ears o f Nork by the WSC Uteraturs Committee, t ,~ text, 
formally titled N,- • Anonymous, was approved by the World Service 
Conference in Mav 1882. 

On SeptembE. 1 32, the chairman of the World Service Conference 
Uterature Committ ., ex ed the following document:S 

AS of September • Je2, th~ . . f d Literature Committee of Narcotics Anonymous. 890 
Atlanta Road. Mar" a. Ga .. 30060. by authoriZation of {the} chairman thereof, release in 
full and turns OVto' release forms, copy wnghts, and any and all material contained in 
pertir ~nt to the , :;otk.~ Anonymous Soak and the stories of Narcotics Anonymous 
Memt s iO be inCluded in the Narcotics Anonymous Book, to the World Service Office of 
NarcollCS Anonymous. Inc., Box 622. Sun Valley, Ca .. 91352, ... [0 be used as directed by 
the Wand Service Conference of Narcotics Anonyn us in session May 5 through May 9, 
1982. (51 ) 

This document does two things. First, it satisfies ~he requirement of the United 
States Copyright Law for transfer of copyright. 6 Second, creates a charitable 
trust under California law,7 where the 'Nor'd Service Office is the "trustee," the 
y~ Ute ..... ture Gommit'ee is the "trustor ' or "grantor, Ii and the members-at-Iarge 

( ,f the Fellowship of Narcotics Ano!1ymous are the "beneficiaries. H 

- - - - - - --------- - ----- --
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This charitable trust, including both its trustee 01'180, I~c) ~nd its beneficiar.ies D (. 0" 
(the members of the N.A. Fellowship), is subject to the jUrisdiction of the Superior ~ I\1SVA.l~ ... 
Court of the State of California.8 111e trust obligations of the WSO have been set ___ 
forth at the World Service Conference that was held in Santa Monica in May 1982: " 

Ie T5XT -FIRST THROUGH FIFTH EDITIONS 

Approval form. In November 1981, the approval form of Chapters One 
through Ten of the Basic Text were r~ leased to the fellowship. In February 1982, 
the approval form of forty-seven personal stories intended for publication in UOle 
Basic Text were re ';;, '<;Ad to the fellowship. At the May J 32 meetir ~ of N.A.'S 
World Service Cor~rt .-:nce, the entire Basic Text was apprQV .d.9, lO 

First Edition. Having no oxperience in publishinfj a full-length boOk, 
publication of th ~ "irst Edition was a very difficult jol ' the World Service Office. 
In addition to maJvr problems with the printer initially chosen to publish the book, 
concep,ual problems OJ .Jse. In the course of preparing ttle approval-form book 
for publication, it was noted that portions of the essays on Traditions Four and 
Nine made it appear that the N.A. sftNlce structure should not be considered a 

art of Narcotic Anonymous_ The following are the tvr '1aragrap In questior 
note especially the itaiicized text. 

From the essay on Tr3d,tion Four: "Are we truly autonomous? What about our service 
ccmmittees, our offices. activities, hot-lines. and all the other things that go on in N.A.? 

,II r is Cha these things are not N.A. They are services we utilize to help us In owr 
'~~":h't? ... y and to further the pr:rnary purpose of our groups. Narcotics Anonymous is Q 

Fellowship of men and ..... omen. add' meeting in groups and using a given set of spiri tual 
~; o'es to, find freedom from ad.:. .Ion and a new way to live. All alsa is riot N.A. Th:)<;e 

lYe mentioned are the result of members caring enough to reach out and ctfe 
'-,f,! ,p and e)(pp-rl~nce so that our road might be easier. Whether we choose to utilize 
Q'Vic~ i up (0 the groap .• 

r r.. e essay on Tradition Nine: . ..,. 'h Tradit ion goes 0" t .... define tho 'lature of 
"e things that we can do to help N.h it says that we m;> Nlc oords or 
__ ' mittees to serve the needs of the Fellowship. None of • m r '1 ru e, 

r, decide, or dictate: . They exist solely to serve !he F ". J""" dore not 
f Narc f--S~ i~vmous This is the nature of our servict! :'> , _ • .as evolved 

;;'1 '- ..;.epn caf:r.ed in tt~ e N.A. servic~ manual." 

A~ ;:." ""'uch discussion, the WS - ::., ard of OireC\ors and J"'~ 'orld Sen " 
s· . a re r4 tha s appearing above in italics Sh, 



/r---~> ~ \U~C 
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chairperson of the WSC Uterature Committee attempted to revoke the earlier ' ~ 
release of rights to the Basic Text. However, when the World Serv:ce Conference 
met in May 1983, no motion was made to uphold the literature chairperson 's 
action. On the contrary, new WSO by-laws were accepted. clearly stating that 
N.A. literature should be held in a charitable trust by the corporation. The WSO-
copyrighted First Edition was officially released on April 27, 1983 by the World 
SeNice Office, using the fictitious business name of C.A.R.E.N.A. Putlisning 
Company. 

Second Edition. Conference minutes of 1983 reflect that an ~ m iQn 
was passed, directing "that our t":)· be completely returne 0 its [original] 
approved form in subsequent printings"11, 12 The Second Edition of the Basic 
Text was released on Sep"ember 28, 19631 with the missing lines reinserted _ The 
CC "yright holder was again listed as C .A.R.E.N _A. Publishing Coo. a fictItious 
business name of World Service Office, Inc. 

Third Edition. At the san,~ time as it directed WSO to reinsert the missing 
lines, the WSC decided that the issue should ultimately be settle directly by"'the 
membership Of Narcotics A Qnymou~_ In 1983, regional service representatives 
were asked to poll their groups on the following que.:;,ion: Should the wording of 
the essays on the Fourth and Ninth Traditions be- eflected in both the original 
,C -' , oval form and the Second Edifon, or as refls .... :ed in the First Edition? Their \.t J 

re_ponses were to be mailed to tr c nference chairperson within sixty days of (S"'c ~~ 
the end of he confere:lce, and PI LO the pm ,r '19 of any more books by the 1 _ ~ 
t\ Orl? Service ~ffice. A change froIT' ' 8 lane . ~e of the Second Edition was to ~ 

ulre a two-thirds vote. The res \.. .5 WP '":> • e publi ~ ' -:; in the Newsilne , 1::1 C\f 
The q estion was submitted to the I 3hip; 2 an-pa · 0 me t ~ 

... vrich included the proposed cranges, .3 the . _,1S b0th ,aklno the '\A.J k \, . 
d"2 :1ge and for keeping the text as ap' ~ ved . Tne respor:e ~s t"iny , 
II; a'. ~r :)f changing the text, and ight aQa~nst chang in"", _ +t-'" There 
,:-:8 nt-xt printing-·the Third Edition·-the words originally :Je eke . the FirSf .­
were again delet~d, this time in res,,",onse to a direct vc te .)f the f~llowsh ip . TIle 

Third Edition wa ~ ' rMally re leased on October 20. 1984' 

Editing ordere ,h ultimately result~d ;n Fourth Edi . Ma·.,. 3, 

1985. the \A C apprv~ ~ otion " hat r e BasIc 
Te professf na ly editeLl to n ure on~i . nand cerre 
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va b tenses, gender, singular !plural endings, and other grammatical errors and 
that the edited text be returned to the Uterature Review Committee [at the time, a 
division of the WSC Uterature Committee J for acceptance and approval prior to 

printing and distribution.-14 

One RSR suggested that. once the edit was completed, the text should be 
sent out for a fellowshipwide review prior to publication. The conference engaged 
in heated discussion of this suggestion. However, because the required editing 
would affect only matters of grammar, not conceptual issues, the discussion 
ended with the WSC stro· t_ ty in favor of allowing publication of the edited text 
after review only by the ute .::ture Review Committee.15 

Work on the editing project was begun late in 1985, but was not completed 
before the' 986 annual meeting of the World Service Conference. 

Ttlird Edition, Revised. At the 1966 WSC meeting; a :substantially revised ~ ~ 
version of N.A. 's Uttle White Booklet, developed by the World-Servrce Board of ~ 
Trustees, was approved by the conference.'6 The motion to approve the rBvised 
White Booklet stated specifically that the Basic text should B so be revised to 
reflect the changes in the White Booklet. The revised text, known as the Third 
Edition, Revised, was released in November 1986. 

Fourth Edition. While the Third Edition. Revised, was being put into 
production, the edit mandated b';1 t!:o W'. r:; ~985 cO 'n . 7~-r - 'tor, 
wort"\ing from a typescrIpt of the Third Edit" on, completed his work in mid-1 986. 
On July 30, 1986, the WSC Literature Committee chairperson mailed the edited 
version to members of he iterature Review Committee. 11 e edit was approved 
t:y the Uterature Review Committee at :ts October· 1986 meeting in Charlotte, 
Nor.h Carolina. 

The original 1985 metien wl9ich mandated the e.ditiQg of the Basic Text 
required only that the Literature Review Committee approve the edit prior to 
publication of the Fourth Edition. The conference had not asked the WSC 
Literature Committee to return the edited book to the World Service Conference, 
nor had the WSC directed the committee to send the edited text out for 
feHowshipwide review prior to publication. 

ip ! ~,>; 1 
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However, in the November 1986 Fellowship Rep"x t, the committee 
chai rperson wrote, "During the course of their review, the literature Review 
Committee came across six sentences which are ... inconsistent with the Newly 
Revised White Book. W approved by the WSC in April 1986. Those six sentences 
were not found in the portions of the Basic Text drawn directly from the White 
Booklet. However, they conflicted with the conceptual spirit behind the changes 
that had been made in the booklet. 

Uterature Review Committee minutes relate that the comm!ttee "was i~ favor of DUJ ~ 
making these additional changes, howeverj the UteratuFe Review Committee '\ ~ 
decided to request a broader group conscience by referring the matter to ,the ~ 
World Service Office Board of Directors and the Board of Trustees. The Uterature 
Review Committee had decidad that 'f the Board of Directors and th Board of 
Trustees were also unanimously in agreement, the Fourth Edition would then be 
printed." 

Following discussions with the directors and trustees, a decision was made to 
c .... 1 i publication of the Fourth Edition until the World Service Conference could 
consider the additional changes necessary to bring the text in line with the revised 
White Bookie!. On April 28, 1987, in his report at the World Service Conference 
annual meeting , the WSC Uterature Committee chairperson stated that, "pending 
Conference action on the white book consistency motion .. , the World Service 
Office will be able to proceed with the printing of the Fourth Edition. W 17 On April 
29 , he World Service Conference voted to make the five suggested changes in 
Book Ore of the Basic Text. but did not approve the sixth cha:tge, which w01.!ld 
have altered one of the personal stor Ies In Book Two. 18 

The edited Basic Text, incorporating the 1986 revision of the Uttle White 
BOOklet and the five changes authorized in 1987 by the World Service 

~rfe rence. was published as the Fourth Edition on October 27, 1987. two and a 
aif years after the original motion to edit the Basic Text was passed by the World 

Service Conference. 

Fifth Edit ion. The e: ':~ -:!lon text iffered signifi -n~l'y rr~m both . 
. '7 .rd Edition and the Third Edl ::1evised. This was due partly to the editing 

(which was intentional) . and partly to a series of we'" -;. ~_:;'::" .. ;;r v (which 
were unintentional). When the typescript of the Third Edition, from W lit" ~he 

F0Urth Edition editor worked. was ereated , the transcriptionist skipped a number 
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Cf lines 01 te>:::t at a time. in twenty-five separate locations throughout the book- At 
no time prior to publication of the Fourth Edition was the editor's typescript 
pro read against the published Third Edition text; hence, the original 

transcription errors went unchecked. 

Early in the winter of , 988. the World Service Office and the WSC Uterature 
Committee began hearing complaints about the di 'erences between the Third 
Edition, Revised, and he Fourth Editio:l. Early in April 1988, the entire wsa staff 
was diverted from its routine work to conduct three -.Separate rounds of line-by-line 
comparisons between the Third Edition, the Fourth Edition editor's typescript, and 
the published Fourth Edition. The findings of the WSO staff were reported jn full 
to the World Service Conference. Following a meeting of the conference as a 
committee of the whole to discuss a variety of possible remedies, the WSC 
approved a motion to reinsert tl1e missing lines from the Third Edition back into 
the Basic Text. In the meantime, "the Fourth Edition, with current errors, [was to] 
continue to be sold as Conference-approved literature until such time as the 
corrected Fifth Edition (was1 ready _" The conference passed an amendment to 
the motron which specified that the resulting Fifth Edition could not be revised any 
further for five years. 19 

In the course of considering the motion which created the Fifth Edition. an 
amendmer· was proposed which would have specified that "this motion would be 
acted upon following a special ballot sent to RSCs .... The RSes would be 
requested to reply in 30-60 days .... Intent: To ~ollect a Fellowship-wide group 
consctence and unify this Fellowship [behind the] WSC decision." So great was 
the desire to put the Fourth Edition controversy in the past, the conference voted 
nc :0 ven con ider this amendmen~. 20 

Immediate!y following the passage of the motion creating the Fifth Edition. the 
conference considered-·and defeated--t'f\/o additional motions. Both were very 
sImilar in language, the major difference being that the second stated its intent. 
The motions sought to direct the World Service Office to publish the Third Edition ,· 
Revised, rather than the corrected Fourth Edit.on (or, as it was known, the Fifth 
Edition) . 

The second motIon read: 'That trie World Service Conference direct the 
World Service Office to immediately cease the publication and sale of the fourth 
edition of our Basic Text, Narcotics Anonymous, and immediately begin 
publication and sale of the third edition revised of our Basic Text, Narcotics 
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Ar.en' r ,:)us. Intent: To prevent the sale of unapproved literature by the WSO. 
Tl'e editing of our Basic Text and subsequent approval by the LRC sO far 
exceeded any reasonable interpretation of the authority granted by the motion to 
adit the Basic Text as to require that the fourth edition be1:reated as new literature, 
and as such, be subject to he standa d review and approval process: Both 
motions were defeated by overwhelming majorities.21 

SUMMARY: THE BASIC TEXT CHARITABLE TRUST 

In 1. ; ~r ' :~t rights to the Basic Text were given unconditionally to 
Service Office t Inc., to be held by the corporation in a charitable trust 0 

th t A. Fellowshitl, subject to he dirac ion of the World Service Confere 
Though a cila::enge to that tn..st was raised by the WSC Utereture Commit ~~ 
chairperson early in 1983, that challenge was not placed on the agenda of the 
1983 meeting of the World Service Conference, end fell moot. Successive 
editions ave been created as the direct result of act:on taken by the World 
Service ConferenCe! to revise the original version. T Jse editions have also been 
copyrighted by the World Service Office corporation, and the Basic Text continues 
to be held in a charitable trust by the corporation on behalf of the members of the 

N.A. Fellowship. 

CA N.A. M EMBERS OR GROUPS REPRINT N.A. ~ITERATURE? 

The most commonly asked question is whether members or groups of 
members of the fellowship at large have the right to translate, edit, and reprint the 
Basic Text or other N.A. literature on their own. The answer is "1.0: First of all , 
N.A. literature--inc(uding the Basic Tex1:--is the copyrighted property f World 
Service Office , Inc, Under United Statps copyright law, only the World Service 
Office has the right to reproduce, tranSi :e, or prepare new versions of N.A. 
Iiterature.22 Because of the international copyright protection afforded by the 
Berne Copyright Convention , the World Service Office has the same rights in 
eighty other countries around the world.23 

The W rId Service Office corp ration no ds .t in rust on behalf 
of the N.A. Fellows. lip, subject to the di cf no ervice Conference. 
To date. the World Service. Conference a ot d;;-ectec the World Service Office 
:0 grant p.etmissioA either t-o ind ividua. rs or ups f me;-nbers of the 
fellowship at large who request to reprodllC€ the text.24 In fact, the most recent 
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d irective from the World Service Conference has been that the World Service 
Office was to prosecute a party whicb nad infringed the fellowship's rigllts. In 
1989, a trustee f mE iiadelpbia "requested that the Conference give general 
consent to the WSO lixeeutive irector and its Board ef Directors to proceed with 
the legal matter relating to the illegal production of N.A. aterials or any extralegal 
matter relating to the sit6lat'on, as they see fit. [The request was] approved by 
unanimous consent. "25 While the consent given by the conference in this 
Instance related to one partIcular case at hand, it also established a precedent for 
the kind of principles to be applied if') similar cases. 

If the members of the fellowship feel that their rights are being violated by the 
"trustee" WSO, they have the right to request that the protector of charitable trusts 
in California, the Califoroia Attomey Gene ai, investigate and! if appropriate, file an 
action prevenLthe misuse of trust property. They cannot resort to simply taking 
the property and using it themselves. In fact, WSO has an affirmative duty to take 
steps that will stop actions that will result in a loss to the trust26 

Therefore, under United States copyright law, only the World Service Office 
has the right to reproduce the Basic Text or prepare new verSions of the BaSIC 
Text.27 The fact that the co rights ma be held · trus does net affect the legal 
right and responsibil'tt of WSO to enfor:..ce the copyr"ghts en behalf oHhe 
fellowship. 
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1 Minutes, WSC'S2, pp. 59-64. The published minutes of the 1982 meeting of the 
World Service Conference do not bear printed page numbers. For the purpose of 
these references, page numbers in the WSC'82 minutes have been counted from 
the first page of recorded proceedings. That page bears the legend, ·W'edn<::!sday 
evening, May 5, 1982," at the top. In counting page numbers, blank page - within 
the body cf the published minutes were also counted. 

2 From a transcript of WSC'83 proceedings. 

3 Fiduciary, as defined in the 1971 edition of the Oxford English Dictionary 
(Unabridged Version): "In Rom. Law fiducia denoted the transfer of a right to a 
person subject to the obligation to transfer it again at some future time or on 
some condition being fulfilled. Adj. 

"1 b. Of or pertaining to a trustee ; pertaining to or of the nature of a trusteeship. 
"2a. Of a thing: In trust of a person; held or given in trust. 
"2b. Of or pertaining to something held in trust. 

"ef. fiducial, f. fiducia trust, confidence. 
"1. Theo/. Of or pertaining to , or of the nature of, trust or reliance." 

4 Restatement of Trusts, 2d, Sec.s 348, 349. 

5 This document is on file at the WSO and bears a notaty's seal adjacent to the 
signature. 

6 17 U.S. Code, Sec. 204[a]. 

7 California Probate Code, Sec. 15200 (b) and/ or (e). 

8 California Probate Code, Sec. 17003, 17004. 

9 Record I ' the approval of the first ten chapters of the Basic Text appears in the 
minutes at :/$C'82. pp. 65~67 . The stories were approved separately. 



• 

.. 
The N.A. literature trust, page 13 

10 Record of the approval of various personal stories for publication in the Basic 
Text appears on page 4 of the corrections to the minutes of WSC'82, published as 

an addendum to the minutes of WSC'S3. 

11 Minutes, WSC'83, pp. 14-15. The amended motion carried, 24 in favor, 15 

against. 5 abstaining. 

12 A later motion gave ~a [vote] of confidence to WSO and WSB by approving 
the basic text with changes suggested by WSB and carried out by WSO as N .A. 
approved literature." The motion carried, 23 in favor, 0 against, 9 abstaining. 
(Minutes, WSC'83, p.36.) According to the maker, this motion was made to 
insure that the First Edition would be considered conference-approved literature 
and, thus, appropriate for use in N.A. meetings. 

13 Revised minutes, WSC'84, pp. 32 and 33. 

14 Minutes, WSC'85, p. 36. The motion carried, 47 in favor, 1 against, 3 
abstaining. 

15 From a transcript of WSC'85 proceedings. 

16 Minutes, WSC'S6, pp. 12-17, and pp. 37-38. 

17 Report of the wse Uterature Committee to the 1987 World Service 
Conference, April 28. 1987, page 6. 

18 Minutes. WSe'87, pp. 20-21. The motion to make the five proposed changes 
in Book One carried, 64 in favor, 4 against, 5 abstaining. The motion to make the 
single change in Book Two was defeated for lack of a two-thirds majority, with 34 
in favor, 25 against, 12 abstaining. 

19 Minutes, WSC'88, pp. 17-20. On a roil call vote, the amended motion carried, 
56 in favor, 12 against, 8 abstaining. 

20 Minutes, WSC'88, p. 19. The motion to object to consideration was carried, 
49 in favor, 18 against, 7 abstentions. 
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21 Minutes, WSC'88, p. 20. The first :notion was defeated, 4 in favor, 51 against, 
8 abstaining ; the second was defeated, 5 in favor, 60 against, 6 abstaining. 

22 17 U.S. Code, Sec. 106. 

23 The Berne Convention (Paris Text, July 24, 1971), Article 5, Paragraph 1, 
reads, "Authors shall enjoy, in respect of works for which they are protected 
under this Convention, in countries of the Union other than the country of origin. 
the rights which their respective laws do now or may hereafter grant to their 
nationals, as well as the rights specially granted by this Convention.· 

24 It is true that, in the past, the World Service Conference has given assent to 
license agreements between the WSO and the boards of four national serJice 
offices, allowing those national offices to reprint White Booklets and information 
pamphlets for distribution only in their own countries. Those agreements were 
made to make N.A. literature more readily avaUable in Europe and the South 
Pacific at a time when the WSO was less prepared to distribute literature to those 
parts of the world than it is now. TIlose license agreements are not currently in 
ferce. were never signed, and only certain sections have ever been implemented. 

However, it is important to note that those agreements were made with 
nat/onal service offices outside the United States--not with individuals or groups of 
members, nor with any American service board -~to provide for the distribution of 
N.A. literature in territory the WSO jt~e lf could not serve at the time the 
agreements were made. 

25 Minutes, WSC'89, p. 25. 

26 California Probate Code, Sec.s 16010,1 601 1 (Deering 1990). 

27 17 U.S. Code, Sec. 106. 
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