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Dear Felicw Members.

This computar broke down last week and came alive again
Tuesday as 1r by miracle. So some more input seemed ke 1t might
be 1n order.

I rind myselr going back in tim= to the actual writing of
the Basic and then moving rforward 1in time to now. I comb through
all this to discern the nature < our contflict and how 1t came to
be. For one thing. do any of you Kknow that there are tapss of the
Basic Text being written? They are In storage somewhere 1in  the
Office? The tapes were recorded at Wichita. Lincoln and  Memphis.
While there are only a rfew from the first two conrerence sites.
there are around twenty five rfrom Memphis.

I firmly reguested that Bob Stcne copy mine for the archives
and he rinally had someone do so. I didn't want there to be  just
one copy. It still confuses me that there 1s no interest in the
facts. It 1s almost like the rumors are mere Iinteresting. The
ract 1s that abundant evidence that the Fellowship wrote the
Basic Text exists and somehow this has become an embarrassment 1n
certain circles.

I have two questions. There were additional members or: the
last conference call. How were these peopie added to the calls?

It seems hard enough to say all that is needed and I am not yet
sure I am being heard or am hearing all yvou say. Do we need more
voices? In this case. I like the members inveolved. I just think

we need to reach some accord among ourselves berore we start
moving outward to involve cothers. It diverts my atfention irom
trying to communicate with you. »

Second. by what process is cur input to be facitcored into the
existing Iit trust document. It is a dirficult piece and seems to
have little heart in it now. It seems to appropriate something
from the Fellowship. Whoever 1s working on it should be taken
off. The tcne 1s completely unacceptablez.

Let me clarify. The writing, the whole spirit of N.A. has
beernn  built on the idea of caring. Feelings matter here. The
styling of the Literature Trust document tells me the writer
doesn't like me rauch. thinks he or she 1s smartzsr. more educated
and probably Iis only being nice (o m= hecause it 1s part of thelr
Jgob. If others Involved 1n this work ree! this way, he or she
should be rfired ror being sc presumptuous. it is hard enough to
go rorward as it 1s. there seems to be a grain to the existing
document that would have tc be overcome to make 1t suitable.

The extra legalese in the document 1s intimidating and this
intimidatior: goes against the healing that Jim talks  about. I
would not like to see the effect of the current rform on trusted
servants. It 1s like the classic dope dsa! gone wiong. As trusted
servants. and és human beings. I reel like I was chummad alonag
and allowed and encouraged to do this work and produce the asic
Text rrom scratch with no outside help <©r &dvisement —and  that



Literature Trust Propesal I7

1

dopey 1dea that you really like me and care ahout my well being.
You disappear intc the house and no matter how hard I Anock.  vou
won't open the door.

Well. guess what? You were ¢iven magic and it has 1ts  own
power. Ir you break the TRUST. ycu undo vourszlves. We ars Iree.
clean and grateful to be clear of these unrortunate occurrences.
When we learned and taught how to serve at the world level., we
stressed’ sincerity. truth and admissicn of fault. We communicated
abundantiy to preveni reelings of &nimositys and  SuUsSpicion  [rom

part 1s like me giving you the money. The desired result is  the
¥

building  up. Feople are funny and our members are especially
people.

I mentioned two questions and now another occurs. Whyv did
Graterul Dave not have & copy of the input I sent in iast time? T
cent him a copy after he said he hadn't getten his the other
week.

In our rirst conference call. I mentioned it might be easier
to write another book than to go through the interminable con-
flicts of viewpoint. I'm enclosing some very rough. unedited
materials. Please notice in the preface. where it says nc service
boaxrd of committee ought ever regard this material as their

property or use it to harm any addict sseking recovery.

It might help reframe this situation: to look at this materi—
al rfrom the eyes or @ member whoe only wants to stay <clean and
cgrow spiritually. Members don't like to be asked to help and sign
release forms on general input. Stories are more particular and
should be released. I have nevar seen how general input could  be
subiject orf a copyright actiori. especially where the criteria for
inclusion has to do with currency or general application or
usage 1n our meetings. The other members utilizing that pcrtion
or our message would testify to the general nature of our recov-—
ery process that 1s our true -commen welrare. 1 have always
thought the release rorms xilled the lit movement in N.A.  The
distrust implied by the form undercut the trust and made the
friendliness superficial. Since the general release forms have
come 1nto use. there has been nc new approved material excepiing
some small marginal items.

N.A. still supplies me with people who genuinely care akbcout
me personally and if I do better. they are glad and happy to be a2
part of my success. They know how dependent I eam on them and thet
I am glad to be there for them on any occasion at all.

Except for the recent phone calls and personal visits at
Harrishurg. the last thing I heard rrom world service was to soek
eanother publisheyr arter I asked for help and direction while tThe
Story. of the_ Basic Text was being wiritten.

Oh. Are copies of the Story being sent to everyone on  the
conference calls? I suppose I can do it i1r necessary but I'll
need their addresses. It seems Ilike the WSO that could spring ror
the lawyers in Philadelphia could make a few coples. How much of
our money went out ror that? Was i1t really firty or sty thou-
sand? Did the attorneys cut us a deal when they found out more
about the case? Or... are they still on the case. Please answer
these questions. It may Sseem unfriendly to ask them. however.
actions taken in the past nine months 1aiss then questions and it
iz not rair that we should be required to ignore valld concsrns.
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I am sor:y 17 parts of the material submitied here mayv  seen:
aggressive. It feels Ilike 1f we don't get real about some simpie
things, we are gcing to blow apart and it will become  toc  much
trouble to try to communicate. I care about each one i
delight 1n you: progress as muck as I hurt in vour dirficulty. T

of wvou and

hope you reel to same about me.

In Loviang Service.
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Here are my ideas of the Literature Trust.

First: that a viewpoint has grown up within Werld Services
that it cwns owr literature. I can ses the natural assumption by
people 1n positlans cf trust that their s=rvice board or commit-
tee would & in placs at any point in time and therefcre the
ratural and l=gally correct cholice toc hold the copyrights. I can
feel Ffor these members because I can say with great certainty
that I have shared their experience though with more intimacy

than has yet beerg discussed.

ture is not a sta
ntation. The 1a
t

s P S B
has been such a preoccupeaetion with money that many members maks
ickes about getting involved with ssrvice and make money for M. A

Hoa ™

RS

many in worlg s ice © ot conceive of the Fellow-—
tent body capable of action without reccurse to the
e structure. bhere the pathways of greup conscience
d, members find other ways to ommunicate their

=
cerns to cne ancther. This ef%ort towarde & litera-—
regment would be & waste of time i+ it were only to

ship &g a co
farmal servic
become bDlock
5
g

ture trLd =

formalize or Ffurther entrench either of these problems. UOpen
= the only way out.

communication i

hers  to
i  TENh.
iyt bv

oard of

standing

elp the

MEWCoOmer , of the
attractiven

Look s of the

Gray For : B i iay out

zome ideas on the trust. flso, the Handbooks < Literature

Committess might have source materials. I have only thought of

this because I was asked to participatsz in the work towards =&
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to —rt for their positions members  who
Cres ructural newsletters., effaorts to
deal ves are at a disadvant urbane and
coneer\:tive may seem radical. To itates some
ability to maks vouwrself heard in vi obstacles. When =z
matter growe in size and complexity way the literature trust
has dons, it 1s encugh to warrant a icus evaluation. For the
WSO tc be nonresponsive to Fellowship concerns is not directly
responsible. A response 1s requirsd.

Therse are many members who are that a2 better job
could have besn done in maintaining ity of the form of
the e and the profile of © zrvice OFfice. There
hav itating changes in the t without the bene—
fit of & Fellowship wide group con d the process that
created the Text has been shuit down. i eve the literature
process as defined in the Handbook for M.A. Literature Committees
has been rendered defunct by thes shift of emphasis away Ffrom
enhancing members of the Fellowship and engaging forces capable

c¥ reponding to our needs for literature within our service

The <situation comes to a head where WED, Inc. takes legal

sCction. I am not exerting an opinion on the court case here.
Legalities reduce to human dimensicons and this is an unfortunate
case in the courtroom and to the Judos. Had this action bDesn
direct=d towards & non—member trying to encrocach onm our  litera—
ture, it would make s little morese sense. That the action was
taken against a member under the noticn that all other efforts
towards a remedy had besen exhausted is not believabkle. It pre—
suwmes that an observer cannct dicce =X conceptual lssue
from the copyright issue. The wval Y t version of the
Bazic Text now in print amd the current cost are more important
igsues than can WSO win an expencsive legal battle a&against an
imnpecunious alids victim who has besen printing inexpensive copies
and either selling them at cost or giving them away.

i t:.'i_'CE N
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Frocerties
Basic Tesxt, Ip's, locgo.
Grticle Fogur — Rules

Intent - All own, none sell, like Indian lands.

W30 not to compets with Fello
of the Fellowship will be left
attempts to changs or controcl
the marketplace and

1 grature process. Management
tc group consclence procCescses. No
th erature to take advantages
i concern and concentration
ving the primary ne o = MN.A. Fellocwship. Items of
be routed to the appropriate service arm or branch,
\ item not being ~'Ealt with. WSO should not seek to
2 cover ownership of the copyriacihtse but only hold in trust =1
intended. Many witness will suppert thie as it is the origi-
intent and thought. Attemptse to reword, rewrite, abridge or
rwise change the Bacsic Text should stop.
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One thing that sesms helpful is to attempt to devine what we mean
when we use certain words. Litesraturs, trust, commcr welfare,
revocable., services, rovalty

May 2, 1991

Trugt — Understanding what is hesld in cocmmon  1c  dependernt on

participants kesping faith with ome ancther. Yiclations of this

trust injures 5211 and helcsE none.

Literature — Gur written ge accurately encoding our re-—

sponses and stratsgies in variocus recovery situations that zallow

us to stay clean. Writing for other purposes such  as elling

bookes or flattering non—addicte would be a terrible viclation of

trust. Literal tatements about cur th eelings in
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Twelve Step recov way of showing lov
cthere and gratitude for those who have helpsd us.
what we have learned from cthers, discovered +or gur
what we would say tc others if we had a chance.
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Commonrn welftars - A1l that i= held in trust by zddicte seseking
rEcovery 1in Narcoctice Aronyvmous. £11 the good things done in our
name. &11 cur courage in the face of addiction. &11 that we have
accumulated to help us receive and pase on the N.&. message  that
recovery for addicte is possible. 411 that we car do if we keep
the faith.

Revgoable — The fact that ncome of our service struciture is perma-—
nent or unchangeable. This is & necessary item whers cur disease
vould make moves to take over sectors whsre 1t was unable to take
over the whole thirng., The ability toc revoke powesr. control  or
orestige 1s the only way the Fellowship has to keesp ite cservice
elemente directly dependent.

Services — Extenticne of grouyp conscience comb g cur resgurces
into scme effort to help addicts sesking recon v oin M.oAL. Without
a basis in grougp consciesnce, an act can be good or potentially
service L= g. Ths strength of service
comes commitment to Ffaith and
action ay no. Thees L neead
to  be &i o world insulit us  with
oaternalistic rocles. oprevent th of accurate informstion
through our structure and manipul ocle and events For their
fantasy of what i1s best for us e past, these =sorts of
abuses have been =asy to see yet reconcile.
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The BRasic Text, MNarcotics Anonvmous was written as a gift
from those addicte clean in M.A. in the late seventies and early
zighties toc addicts sseking rescovery in NOA.

In a very real sense, bod wiote our Book. The snsrgy. ideas
and perscnal experiences assimilated in the material all spring
from a spiritusl source and lead to spiritual objectives. 0Our
personal experience in working on the book was of the God of our
understanding using us as instruments.

Tremsndous cutlays of persconal time., money and perseverance
werz  reguired on our part to overcome the cobstacles of finance,
istics, travel. mailinags., literary comp th.ce anH th where-
h all to hald ceven conferences each last
thr vear period. Minutes of the

Ve over a C se CGHFErEﬁ’ES were
taken and still exist. Our Fzith and dedication has resultsd in =2
document that has helpsd hundreds cof thousande of addicte get
clean and stay clean in N.&. Jwnercship was intended +to reside
with +the Fellowship. Our World Service Office was reformed to
admimister the printing and cdistribution of this, our major work.
The book was written by addicts. +or addicte. W50 was to copy-
right the matsrial on cur behald because we would be i1in viclation
of ocur Twelve Traditions to copyright the worl in ocur names,

I will break my ancnymity i+ =zubpoenaed yet would hope to
retain my right not to do so. 1 feel intrusicon to have to do  so.
In the matter before the court, case number F7631, 1 +feel our
Traditions are bheing wviolated by bringimg an internal matter into
a public court inappropriately

I zsrved as chair o
Committes from spring of
as chair were complet=d,
in ths WS8C Literaturs
approved by the worlidwid

Lle delibera way as  to
qave no Tbhy lins trind. &y
individuals waorked ook For our
pecple would come SRt rhii Vi tarily - internal

rivalries ard mé
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