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_March 28, 1991 FOR DISTRIBUTION

A variety of questions have been raised regarding the validity of the fellowship poll
taken in 1984 that resulted in a change in the language of the essays on
Traditions Four and Nine in the Third Edition of our Basic Text. The following is a
complete report on all the facts related to this matter of which we are aware.

FROM REVISED MiNUTES, WSC’84, APRIL 23-27, 1084
The following is an exact transcript of all WSC’84 motions related to the fellowship
poll that resulted in the Third Edition changes in the essays on Traditions Four
and Nine in the Basic Text.

April 25, afternoon

MOTION: Ginni S., (Chair, WSC Literature Subcommittee) moved, seconded by
Denny S. RSR (Mid-Atlantic) “that quotations from 'The Little White Booklet’
be printed accurately in future editions of the 'Basic Text.” " Yes-34, No-9,
Abstentions-5, CARRIED AS AMENDED BELOW.

AMENDMENT: Chuck G., (President, WSO Board of Directors) moved,
seconded by Chuck L., RSR (Arizona) “that the next printing of the 'Basic
Text’ also reflect the wording used in the Special Edition and the First
Edition for Traditions Four (4) on page 61 and Tradition Nine (9) on page
68 of the current edition." Yes-37, No-11, Abstentions-0, CARRIED.

MOTION: Ginni S. (WSC Literature Subcommittee) moved, seconded by Denny S.
RSR (Mid-Atlantic) “To take from the table the following motion (as stated
below)." Yes-44, No-0, Abstentions-1, CARRIED.

MOTION: Ginni S., (WSC Literature Subcommittee) moved, seconded by Denny
S., RSR (Mid-Atlantic) “that all literature submitted to this conference for
approval require a 2/3 majority vote of participants." Yes-38, No-2,
Abstentions-3, CARRIED AS AMENDED BELOW.

AMENDMENT: Leah G. RSR (Florida) moved, seconded by John F., (Chair,
WSC Policy Subcommittee) "that it take a 2/3 majority vote at WSC to
withdraw current NA literature from the category of approved literature."
Yes-39, No-6, Abstentions-3, CARRIED.
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MOTION: Bob K., RSR (Volunteer Region) moved, seconded by Bo S. (WSB) “to
reconsider the passage of the motion which amended Traditions 4 and 9
(Four and Nine), that the same should go back [to the Fellowship] for group
conscience." ROLL CALL VOTE:

Alabama-NW Florida—yes
So. California—no
Chesapeake-Potomac-yes
Mid-Atlantic-yes

Greater Philadelphia—no
Louisiana-yes
Nebraska-no

New York City—no

Pacific Northwest—-na
Lone Star-no
Volunteer-yes
Mid-Coast-yes

Steve B. (WSB)-no

Jack B. (WSB)-no
Michael B. (WSB)-no
George H. (WSC)-no
John F. (Policy)-yes
Robin H. (N.A. Way)-yes

Alaska-yes

No. California—no
Colorado—-no
Hawaii-yes

lowa—-no
Mid-America—-yes

No. Nevada—no

New York State-no
Show-Me-no
Tri-State—yes

West Virginia-yes
Wyoming-no

Sally E. (WSB)-no
Bob B. (WSB)--abstain
Dutch H. (WSB)-no
Susan C. (WSC)-no
Ginni S. (Lit.)-abstain

Arizona—-no

C. Great Lakes—-no
Florida—no
Georgia—-no
Ireland—-no
Mississippi-yes

New Mexico—-no
Ohio-yes
Carolinas—no

Upper Midwest—-no
Best Little Region--yes
Chuck G. (WSO Pres.)-no
Carl B. (WSB)-no
Sydney R. (WSB)-no
Bo S. (WSB)--yes
Carol K. (WSC)-no
Garry J. (Finance)-yes

Tallied as follows: Yes-18, No-32, Abstentions-2, MOTION TO SEND BACK
TO THE FELLOWSHIP FAILED.

April 26, morning

MOTION: Robin H., (NA Way Chair) moved, seconded by Bob K., RSR
(Volunteer) “to reconsider amendment passed (YESTERDAY) regarding
changes in the 4th and Sth Traditions in our Basic Text." Yes-35 (2/3
majority). RECONSIDERATION WAS APPROVED AND THE FOLLOWING
MOTION WAS INTRODUCED.

MOTION: Chuck G., (WSO President Board of Directors) moved, seconded Bob
K., RSR (Volunteer) “that the wording in the 4th and Sth Tradition go out to the
Fellowship and be approved or disapproved within 60 days from close of this
WSC Conference. Alternative wording to be introduced shall be from the 1st
and special edition. The above shali take piace prior to the printing of
anymore books." Yes-40, No-0, Abstentions-7, CARRIED BY 2/3 MAJORITY

VOTE.
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MOTION: Chuck G. (WSO) moved, seconded by Chuck L. RSR (Arizona)
[PERTAINS TO THE TABULATION OF VOTES ON 4TH AND 9TH
TRADITIONS] "that a 2/3 majority of all voting participants, 1983/84 WSC, will
be necessary for this motion to pass. The count to be computed by the
Chairperson of WSC 83-84, copy to be sent to the Chairperson of the Board
of Trustees and published in the WSO NEWSLINE." Yes-39, No-0,
Abstentions-11, CARRIED.

AMENDMENT: Mike C., RSR (Central Great Lakes) moved, seconded by
Danny W., RSR (West Virginia) “to allow only RSRs to vote and delete
officers.” Yes-5, N0o-40, Abstientions-4, DEFEATED.

AMENDMENT: Danny W., RSR (West Virginia) moved, seconded by Tully A.,
RSR (Alabama-Northwest Florida) "to delete officers of WSC and add
Board of Trustees." Yes-3, No-35, Abstentions-10, DEFEATED.

INITIAL LETTER SENT TO FELLOWSHIP

On May 14, 1984, a letter was sent to the fellowship summarizing the above
actions and asking the question, should the Basic Text essays on Traditions Four
and Nine read as in the First Edition, or the Second Edition? Viewpoints pro and
con this question accompanied the letter. Each region was to poll its groups on
this question. The letter noted that “the conference motion requires receipt of
responses from each region by June 30, 1984."

DEADLINE EXTENSION

On June 15, 1984, Robert B. Stone, WSO executive director, sent a letter to the
fellowship informing them that the WSC chairperson, after polling conference
participants, had extended the deadline for response to the initial letter. A two-
week delay in preparation of the initial letter was given as the reason for the two-
week extension. The deadline was extended from June 30, 1984 to July 15, 1984.

ORIGINAL TALLY

In the August 1984 Fellowship Report, a letter from Robert R., former chairperson
of the World Service Conference, dated July 18, 1984, reported his count of
ballots received on the question posed regarding the Basic Text essays on the
Fourth and Ninth Traditions. He reported that, of 46 ballots received, 38 had
voted yes to the change resulting in the Third Edition, 8 had voted no.
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BALLOT RECOUNT

The Third Edition ballots were misfiled and could not be located for nearly seven
years. On March 1, 1991, WSO staff found them in the WSO fire-safe files used to
store WSC Literature Committee papers. The ballots were immediately examined,
recounted, and photocopied.

We found 46 ballots. One "yes" ballot had to be invalidated because the
envelope attached to it was postmarked two days after the deadline. Apart from
that one ballot, the remaining ballots appeared to be in reasonable order. We
found 37 valid "yes" ballots, and 8 valid "no" ballots. Of the 45 valid ballots found,
82% voted "yes," exceeding the 2/3s sufficient to alter approved literature; 17%
voted "no."

In reviewing these ballots, a question arose: Should only the ratio of "yes" to
"no" votes be considered, or should the "yes" votes be calculated as a percentage
of the total number of conference participants eligible to vote at the time the poll
was taken? Since there were 58 voting members of the WSC at the time the poll
was taken,1 the 37 "yes" votes would only account for 64% of eligible participants,
a percentage not sufficient to alter approved literature. However, a thorough
examination of the roll calls and votes taken at WSC’84 clearly demonstrates that
the voting policy applied at that time required only that a motion be approved by
the necessary percentage of those actually voting yes or no on a particular
question, not of those voting yes, no, or abstain on the question, and not of the
number of eligible voting participants counted in the most recent roll call. We
must therefore conclude that, according to the rules of the time, the margin of
approval received by the mation to change the Basic Text essays on the Fourth
and Ninth Traditions was sufficient for passage.

1 35 RSRs were counted on one or another of the roll calls recorded in the Revised Minutes of the 1984 World Service
Conference. At the time the poll was taken, 4 conference officers, 7 conference committee chairpersons, 1 chairperson
of the WSO Board of Directors, and 11 trustees were eligible to vote on World Service Conference matters.
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REGIONS (28 valid ballots cast):

23 total yes.....ccoeeuuunnnnes vereressyaeovasd ST 82%

5 N0 ssosescunsassnusnsssnsersasousassasussssssnnssisunansanuanse 18%

Alabama-Northwest Florida............ccccoceieiiincnnnn. Barry U. Montgomery, RSR............ccccccciiicane yes
AIQSKA e snaeas Candy M., RSR......ooeeeeeeeene. no ballot
ATIZONA .o Chuck Lehman, RSR ... yes
Best Little Region in Texas ........cccccecceeeeeeveeunene. Daniel Gomez, RSA .....ccccccveveeveueeuevcecnne 10 bailot
CaroliNAs.....cceeeeeeerieereeieeceeee et Ross Catterton, RSR........cccooieiieiieiiecieciene. yes
Central Great LaKes........coouveeeeeeoeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeans Michael J. Christie, RSR........ccccceevviciriinnenne yes
Chesapeake-Potomac........ccceeveeeeceennienienceneenenne. Randy Jones, RSR........ccccooriiniiiniicncneene yes
Colorado ...ccuueueeueeeeeecrieneieceie et e Steve Sigran; RSB .ccwesssmsmmsmsmmssmssassssens yes
[ [0 T - U Leah Goodrich, RSR.......ccooceiiiiiieiiieeiecieeenee. yes
G BOTIAL - cxvaransaanssarssnmsnansmns sssssmsannsnnssnsonssmsss sommsmrnns Shirley Charboneaux, RSR........ccccoccviiienenann. yes
Greater New YOrK........ccccoicrineniceneneneneneneenens Roger Teague, RSR.......cccooeiiiicniiiiiinineeen yes
Greater Philadelphia..........ccccoccvenineieiniincnne. Bobby Bonds; RSR..cccsimsssscsssssmsesmsumsssnsssss no
HAWAI cocscsmissmsmmssmsmssismssmssmamsmamstraesin Tom:MeCGall; RSR.uwomammnmmnansmsmnns yes
JOWA...eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et Raphael A., RSR ..., no ballot
Ir@IANG ... Shane Doyle, RSR ... no ballot
LONE StAr ... Toni Clemons, RSR ..o yes
LOUISIANAL sssssmmsmsnmssissnmsnsmmsanms s asscimaiing William Hall, RSR........oooiieeeeeeeeeeeeee yes
16 B (=7 (o OO Mark Tomer, RSR .......oooiiiieeeeceeeeee yes
Mid-AtlantiC......cooveeeeeeeieeeeeeeeee e Dennis R. Sampson, RSR........ccccccoviiiicncnnnn yes
Mid-CoaSt ....cuveeieieieieiieeee e Jeft Bronson; RSR ....omsmumsssmmsmsssessssassssiss yes
VTGT G T o] o] [ —————————— RO Christi Price, RSR .......cooeeiiieieeceeeceee yes
NEebraska.......c.coeeeeveeeeeeieieenieieceeeee e Sally A. R(illegible), RSR.........ccccccvveieniiiiane yes
NEW MEXICO ...eeieeeiieeee e Kim Johnson, RSR.......ccccooiiiiieiieceeeceeeenn yes
VTR o] 5T F: | (- MR —————— Melkon Babigian, RSR........c..ccccccciiieniiinannee yes
Northern California.........cccccooveeveneeceeceeciecreeee. JiMWYMOIE, RSR.........cocomeumesenaesmnarmarsmrsmmsasssan yes
Northern Nevada..........ccccoeeveniieiieiieiieciecene Don Davis, RSR ......ccoeieviiieenieiceeece e yes
OO ettt {071 1€ 1F)14] [- JSUT—————————————— no
PACIHiC NOHTWEST vcsvcvssusimmiimsssimsisisisinmmmmenammgesnann Heiiry BOSCHM@N ..ceceeeveaeeeeveeennn...... 110 bailol
SHOW-ME.....ciiiiieeieeeeteeee et Robert W. Richart ..........ccccoeeeiiicinnnn. oo yes
Southern California..........cccceeeviiieriiicice e Danette Banyai, ROSR e susmmesmsnmassmsmssss yes
THESAE: v 97 ([} R V3 To [d=1VT5 MY 1S 7 [E——————————— no
Upper MidWeStY ... Willie Lubka, RSR ...................... late ballot--invalid
Volunteetr BeGION.........commessmmmsssrssssessusssssss Rick Woody, RSR ....c..ccovviviiiiiiiiieiceecees no
West Virginia.......cceeoeeverinnenieicneeeeieseeeeees Dan W BSR wewsssssmssmmmnmsommsssamsrsmssmars no
WYOIING cowvsvssssisnmmmsumsamons i finsammnnssmsensnns RSR UNKNOWN ... no ballot

1 The postmark deadline for this poll was July 15, 1984. The envelope attached to this ballot was postmarked July 17,
1984. Incidentally, this region voted “yes."
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B YOS ceueiirirenennnntitinannniiieetenna e nana e 86%

1 e 14%

George Hollahan, Chairperson, World Service Conference.........occcoeecuieiriiecenniciiininncscnesenens yes
Leah Goodrich, Vice Chairperson, World Service Conference.............cccoeoeeeeceninincncneeiensecnennes yes
Susan Chess, Treasurer, World Service CONfErenCe...........uwweveeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeveeaeane no ballot
K. Bea Chadbourne, Secretary, World Service Conference..............uceeueeeveecveeceeeeveeveeeaenne no ballot
Ginni Swanson, Chairperson, WSC Literature COmMmIttee........cccoeieriiirirricineeniicieniesiceeeeiceeeee yes
William Hall, Chairperson, WSC Policy COMMILLEE .......ccoeeiuerieieeeeeiieeeeeeeeeceneeie et nae e eneanees yes
Dale R. Andrews, Chairperson, WSC Finance COMMIttEe........c..cccureeiuieeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeniee e eee e no
Bobby Bonds, Chairperson, WSC Convention COMMILLEE........ccecuerueeeereeieeiieniiniiiesieniesiesieseeneenes yes
Roger Teague, Chairperson, WSC International Affairs Committee.............ccceveeeeiieniienieniieniinnennan, yes
Bob Bergh, Chairperson, WSC Hospitals and Institutions Committee ..............cccceeveeveennncn. no ballot
Kim Johnson, Chairperson, WSC Public Information Committee................cccceeeeveevreeereannnn. no ballot

WSO Board of Directors—1 yes—100% yes
Chuck Gates, ChaITPEISON.........couiieeieiiiriieieiets certeeeesteaeessaeaesseaaseeesseaasseaseesseeaseaaseesesreansaesessnans yes

WORLD SERVICE BOARD OF TRUSTEES (9 ballots cast)

T YOS chcucsasavsconsonnsesavsrsvsussussssnansnsavsenssnassassses 78%

A 1 o J O R R 22%

BOD BAITELL ...ttt teeae cesteuesssenseesassaesessssensseeseasseensesnssensaensessenssenseneens yes
SEEVE BICE.... ettt cteatet et et et e e e e et e b e s e eaaeas et e seent et e s s et e aeene et e yes
MiIChAEI BORAN.......coiiiii ettt cttertee st e et e et e s st e e e e s e e esss e e seeeesseeeseseantessseaasaessneans yes
SANY EVATS s s s s asisasimiimsinisrs smmbns craastsonssasssassrssassmosansmeneasns yes
JONN FAITEIL ...ttt eeteeteeaeestesae e ae et e s s e e eseseseessaeeseeseensaeaeenseenseeasennens no
BT8[(c L o I WL S —— yes
(o]0 T= 1 gl 511011 g [ RO R yes
SIANEY ROSEN.....niiiiitiiiiiete ettt ettt ettt et enee —eestassetesesaasanteasasssenssesenseessessanseasseseesaessensansensens yes
BO SEWEIL ...ttt eae eeeeteeeaae et e e s e eea—e e aat e e e aeeeteeeenneeatteeaeeaeeeneeeneeann no
JACK BOITISTEIN. ...t eeesteetae sttt eeseess e s e e sne s e e et eessensensaneeneens no ballot
SHIBY CNATDONE AN coonssmmussssunmssmsmsmssmmimsnsemsssis Sseisisisssises siseiassensns vasnmosnsssnass snsasssssnss sesasssss no ballot

SUMMARY--BALLOTS RECEIVED

TOTAL (out of 45 valid ballots received):
37 YES weieueeeneecerceetreeestreaastesseesneaaneasaeenneasaeeasneennnenns 82.22%
B MO sumnsssnsnmens Saiaimmss i ot an S S e e S e ST 17.78%
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