: WORLD SERVICE OFFICE, INC.
B N NARCOTICS ANONYMOQUS
P.O. Box 9999
Van Nuvs, CA 91409
‘318) 780-3951
September 17, 1990
Susan L
3625 St. Charles Avenue, #2-F

New Qrleans, LA 70115

Dear Susan.

I & writing in TESPONSe 0 your letter which was received September 3, 1990.
[ would like t¢ respond to Re pom!:. vou have presen.cd in your letter.
First vou express that voou ~ie wrilng this as a concernac member. but go on

» explain that you are an attorney and have Dracticed copv m_ at law. [ appears that
we have a double statement. Are vou offerinz cur membership legai advice or are
vou using vour professional utle 1o substa: e vour opinions? [f the former 1s true.
then [ have some sericus concerns. Your statement, "Whether the publication of the
Faoerbm.h basic taxt is right or wrong, from a legal perspective or any other
‘mrqpecnve it is for each member to examune his own conscience and act
accorung y, not for WEQ 1o enforce legal rights, even if those rights exast.” sug;

nember should consult their conscience about whether or not to violate the iaw and
that the World Service Office, Inc.. which is a not-for-profit corporation estanlished
10 act on behalf of the fellowship. should not protect the rights of the fellowship, It
4 ‘”.i:‘ fy unusual and perhaps unethical for an officer of the court to suggest that the
verv iww that you have been sworn to uphoid, be disregarded and ignored. If the
‘;:;'.ze; s true, then vou must realize that VOur pro fessional standing Las no bearing

on how v cur opinion 1§ considered ( i.e »xan inreracting in a : commtee p roviding
a.LpuI or the Fourzh Step Guide. 1 would not id lentifv my input by stating th a1 my
~ame is Stara climfeabdizector. 10 give my input merit Hec.mn: ;t rm profession:,
The Twelith Tradition speaks directly to this, expiaining thar, &s members. we are
all ‘ng... which is the spiritual foundation of all our .r.idmont, [ would strongly
sug 2st that vou clarify vour positon either as un tattorne v providing intormzaion
an legal advice to our fellowship. or address the feiloy vch;p as a member,
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You speak of the free paperback tex:. Let me clarnily this. The text vou speak

s free 10 the member, but not free to Narcoues Anonvmous. The service
: Tﬂit‘.ﬁ‘c‘. group, or individuals pav for the text with personal funds or Seventh

' f;‘id:;ic,i'r‘. wunds. The current ;fo ess works like this; they will send vou som - or *he
SETDACY EXIs for fres the first ume. On sc..ond occasion, yo will be &
1 the piice iist, which ranges {rom . The co.. of produui
(8

lsed to =nhance the
s reming: me of the old

tnis Book is extimated d’( j'l:;.'
cistribution depicets the tex:
street corner gummick ol

You have also askeg for several fir ~neial documents, which [ wiil send and
also discuss later in this letrer. Meanwt ~ould 1o respon  th a question
relaung 1o vour inquiry re‘mh;“p fipar c«x Hovevou wnttenale. .. to the

distributors of the paperback text asking them for their tinancial statement; who
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decides what goes in and out of the basic text; who is their printer =nd what do they
pay for production: who decides on how to expend their revenue; ¢ they pay taxes
or are they a not-for-profit corporation; what are their by-laws: can vOu as a
member, group, area or region impact the acrivities connected to the printing,
distribution and sale of the book as well as the spirirual content? Thls is why I
believe we have copyright law: to prevent individuals from stealing what spiritually
and ethically belongs 10 someone else. for financial or other gain. A no answer to
any of the above qucstlcms suggests that the rules they live by are not the same as
those they require of others,

As a matter of record. the World Service Office has made this information
available for some time. The seseatwhich we currently print-the book-is $2:04. Tt is
aned by Donnelly, Inc. and distributed by us, [ have inciuded a copy of our by-
law - which reflect our s.onm:c*;cm with the World Sérvice Conference, whichristoday
the deeision-m vdy and voice of Narcotics Anonvmous as a whole, | have
also 1ncluded a mpv of ouram'sﬁa*i sreporrforthe 1ast thréevedrs. The specific
Cocuments vowreguest we wﬂl be uuhle to provide baseu on our by-law Article 9,
Section 9 03 V&e_ N orovide ¢ foematien based on the standard identified in
our by-laws, of'site at "m me. The members of the WSO Board of Directors are
slected by the Warld Service Conference and are entrusted with overseeing the
npcrauon of the World Service Office. The WSO is the primarv service center ot
Narcotics Anonymous and acts as a hub for communication within the fellowshnip. It
is not a separate organization unatfected by the fellowship. If you review our by-
laws, Article 2, Objectives and Purposes, it clearly rct‘ecta the purpose for our
existence. The World Service Conference nas the abili ity to impact these by-laws
and there are currently severzal motions being reviewed by other service bodies, as
well as the World Service Office. to effect changes in them.

The Fellowship of Narcorics Anonvmous has made it clear 1o the World
Service Ofiice Board of Directors that any infringement of Narcotics Anonymous
trademarks or copyrignt will be acted upon, up to and including litigation. This
precedent was set at the World Service Conference in 1989. This perspective
received the unanimous consent of the Worid Service Conference. In LonJunLuon

the Vg orld :; ervice c,am:mw haa declaredhat e oRemAeNiding the World™

= Office, is to ¢he ar, nrint or distribute the text without its permission.
Tne \/\ or ld Senlce Lo nference or the World Service Office has not received a
request or zlven permww)n for anvone to alter, print or distribute our text. I have
inciuded a i1st of N.A's copyright registration in and outside the United States so
vou may iind out who iﬂs..h owns the basic text. | have also included a statement
regarding the Narcotics Anonvmous Literature Trust and ail the decisions made by
the World Service Conference relative to the basic text. We as a fellowship are
unified in this stance and those who attempt to take our spiritual property from us
only foster the things that will tear us apart, We have contacted the individuals
involved in production of the jllegal text. We appea led to them personally to follow
the normal process, should they be aggrieved by the actions of the service structure,
They have not responded and appear to be unwilling to work within the established
service structure.

[n vour letter you made 2 statement that world services is invoived in excessive
travel and that directors, irustees and conference participants travel at will. These
statements are apparently made without prior substantiation or investigation. All
travel done by world services is documented in reports presented 1o ¢ the service
bodies, as well as the World Service Conference, through its publications. I have

included the travel policy for all the service bodies for vour information. Our travel




needs often include meetings with attorneys to iegally register Narcotics Anonymous
where the hiring of transiators is required to aid fellowship committees in their
translation efforts, and travel related to prinung and production. 1his is
communicated and substantiated enther by reports or mimites. You also inferred
that the World Convention Corporation member who is local to vou previously
indicated that he will be traveiling to Australia six times in the upcoming year. This
is simply untrue. That individual is not the liaison for the Australia convention and
will not be travelling on behalf of the corporation in the planning stages, and at best
will attend the conventien at corporation expense as the chairperson of the World
Convention Corporation. As a matter of record, the individual you refer 1o in this
situation is the World Convention Corporation chairperson and the vice chairperson
of the World Service Office Board of Directors. He states that he has never had a
conversation with you nor anyone ¢lse about this issue. It would have been more
prudent to at least communicate with this individual prior to your statements,
instead of questioning his integrity with unfounded statements.

Your letter also expressed concern about vour ancnymity and its relation to
"attorney client privilege,” I find it difficult to believe that an attorney and officer of
the court woulid have such a dim view or this cornerstone of vour protession. We,
however, value the "attorney client privilege” and believe that the anonvmuty of our
members was not violated, but protected thoroughly by the privilege. The service o1
individuals was simply done through our a'.to'"na\ as an agent of and on behalf of
the WSO, acting on behalf of the Iellomhm The information used by our attorney.
in respect to individuais, remains in our direct control and should the cease and
desist request be heeded, no further action wiil be necessary and all records will be
destroved. This relationship should be particularly famuliar to vou in light of vour
ten-plus years ot practice.

I would agree. however. that you should spend the time to deveiop a better
understanding of the Narcotics Anonymous service structure before making
accusations and expounding on traditions, such as in your last paragraph.
Organization has nothing to do with money, property and prestige diverting us fro
our DrIMary purpose. What vou have seemingly done is to take certain parts from

ne Sixth Tradition and commmd them with the Ninth Tradition to expound an
uDl"llO[l and infer a poor appiication of our traditions. The Sixth Tradit-  reiates to
not endorsing, financing or lending the N A, name to anymalated faci outside
enterprise, lest problems of money. property and prestige divert us " OQUT primary
purpose. The latter part of this tradition applies to the former part o1 that tradition,
and not to the Ninth Tradition. The Ninth Tradition 1s. "N.A., as such. ought never
be organized, but we may create service boards or committees directly re%ponalble
to those thev serve.” The World Service Office Board of Directors is a service board
created out of this tradition. It abides by the directives given to it bv the fellowship
through the World Service Conference. whom 1t serves directlv. So, as defined in
the traditions, the World Service Office is within its boundaries.

While I understand vour concern as a member, and will do what [ ¢an to
provide you with the information vou seek, it appears that vou may have been
m.simm&m-anger,wmmms* “or their rieed for recognition. Our
traditions are the means our groups and service commirtees use tn interact with
society at large, they are predicated on the fact that this interaction is within the
contines of the law in whatever country we exist in. Attempting to use the traditions
to justify or ranonahzc the vmldnon of law is not appropriate, because ourtraditions
presmm ot Ivior 1S within the 1aw beéfore weseven consider'the application

0 ns.%The cornerstone of the steps and the traditions is humilitv, which




‘allows us to retain a state of spiritual cenceredness when interacting in or outside of
our groups. A member or group theretore does not enjoy sanctity because of its
membership or group allegiance. Recovery offers us a process of accepting, then
amending such behavior in a spirit of humility, dignity and love. We become
accountable for our actions and, as such. are urged by the recovery process to apply
the steps and traditions so we may become productive members of society. Thelieve
that vou have a responsibility 10 apologize, 10 each and every member who has read
'ded and unsustainable statements contained in your letter and set the
record s.caight,

Jew Orleans. L anaw [ would urge you to take the time to come and join in
the meeting o experience the activities ot the World Convention Corporation
Bourd. Tam currently a member of that board of directors and wiil be attending
that meeting. If vou desire, I will be happy to make the time to sit with you
personally and discuss these issues. or any other problems or difficulties vou may be
having. Also, if you desire, you may contact me bv phone at the World Service
Office between 3-7 p.m. PDT weekdays, except Thursdays, Mv home and work
telephone numbers are a mat' - of record in the fellowship and can be abtained
from vour reglonal service re 1. sentative.
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St !'ooredman, Chairperson
Worid Service Office Boe “ Directors

ST/ es

Enc: WSO By-Laws
N.A. Copyright Registrations (In and Qutside U.S.)
The N.A. Literature Trust
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