
Susan 1. 
.")625 St. Charks Avenue, #2-F 
'.\ew Orleans. LA -0115 

Dear Susan. 

\VORLD SER\TICE OFFICE, INC. 
N.lA..RC01~ICS ANONThiOUS 

P.O. Box 9999 
Van Nuvs, CA 91409 

818 ) 780-3951 

September 17, 1990 

I ~ : . ',i.'rirlng 1i1 respons~ 10 yo:.:r ,e;L,;-r ·",'hen was received September :5. :090. 
I ',F',ulJ l'~' e tc" -"';::pond to Sey ... r '''l' 'In l'n t , • '- 1l1 1L '~ " e 'Ir"'e~ ,-,-'l ir "oc r j"'ttf'r • _ ~ " ... ~ .. • ,""v. . "-'P .... .....Ll-\ l'"' .... ' l " ...... _~ -. _ J. ~' W i \... __ ..... 'L-. ..... . _.1} . ". - ~ 

F ; :.,: '.-ou express tr::t~ ~, . e \l, flllng thlS ZL:' a conCe;-Ti2G mem ber :'l.t ,~f:' ,-'n 
t", explain t:jaI you are an ~Hwrr _.-.; ~li~d r~ a' , e :~I J.('ticed (opyrig:1t lZt\I,: ~. ::10pear<, : ~l at 
\\ e have 3. double sta~ement. :\ re you ot:eLL- c ur member5t!ip iega1 <1.(l\1 Ce or are 
:, ou using your profess ional mle to Slln~t (; ;-;;j:.:.' e your opinions '? If :be former IS true. 
:l1en I have some serious ~onCerns. ·L:·U[ ::.:J t~merJ.t. "\Vhether the publica tion of the 
?aperb a\.~k. baSK text i~ right or wront . rrom a ;cgal perspecuve or <1,:;-1:; Olhcr 
oerspectlve, i1 is fo r ea~~h member to exarrJ.lne Il!S own conscien.ce and act 
::,ccorJinsdv, not for Vw'SO to enforce kgal :- I ~hts. even if those nghts eX1ST," "l:~2, '~ t ... 

-,ember ~hould consult theE conscience about whc ther ,'I t nut !(; violate the JaZ'V ar.a 
~ hat the World Service Office. Inc.. \'"hj~h is a n~lt-for·pr;.:,flt corporatlon e5u !Jlisned 
' n 3et ')~l behalf of the fellt)v .. -ship. should not pwtect the nghts of the fellm\'::-. :lio . It 

'-li ,h;'" unusual and perhaps uneth ical for an orficer 01 the court to suggest that t~e 
'. '.;rv ; .... . ~ :hat you r _' e been sworn to :iphpld, he di~;-egardeci and ignored. If L~e 
l:,lle ,~ tI1l e. then \',_,;] musr 7eJ.~i ze [nu \our ~)-C fcSSiiJnal stand ing Gas DO i'earin.: 
.).1 l!:) \ \ ' yc ur oplliH1n J~ conSIdered ( i. ~ .. -l: I ,':as imCnlcrlng 'n 3 commltl:!e pw\'iJing 
;:-IPut 0:1 tJe Four:h Sre p Gl~ide. I · ... (J\..ld i:', IJt id'::r.tiry my ir~ ;:' ~ r;: stating rr::lI r;-:y 
r~tme l~, 3td. <1 clinical dire ctor. ~o gi\ e t~ \ ' l:pUl mera beclu~c uf m~' profeS~il):1~ . 
T1h~ TWe l[rh Tradition spe:.:..ks I..hrectly tCl : ~11S , explJ.ining th:H . .: ~ rnemQ~rs. \Ve a:e 
<.d: .;-quc.1. which is the spi rilllal fOU:1Gdtl0 T1 .'I t all our traditions. I \'.ouid qrnn~ ]y 
su; ::st ~hat you clJn~ yo'J[ ?n~il,On t ~ t :--:' e r J.S '..li! ::Ht0rn;;,v pro'dding E1l0fr l L.;.. XJI; 

~l !! :cgal adYice ro our fellowshiu . or addre ~s lhe felluwship a., a membe r. 

Yo u speak of the free paperha..;k te xt. Let mt" c1arify this. The text \'(l U speak 
\, t i;;' free to the n e:nber, but not free t :) ~;arcOtJ('S A,nonvmous. Tne Sef\l:e 

'\rrJm~ : ce. group, or i:1dividuals pay for !De text \\,~:h personai runfjs or S<:;Ve -; C l 
: :ao :i.ll}l: 1-,.lOds. The ~urrent p rocess \\ ') r:<s like thIS : they will ~e I1" 'ou son~ e)f ,t' .... 

_ .. ';er-b,,> · ~ '(ts fo r free the firs~ llrT':; . '')[1 the second occasion. \,-, .·,ill be;:, ' 
_ ~~.e c,; iC-:- LSt. which ranges iror- J\ to S 1.25 per b, .J h, The co ,)f prod '", ~" 

: .1' :, (;ooJ..: i_ c;;,timated at L30 p c ~ T}"e scdes m ·~ (" lsed to e nhance '[ne 
CiSTIlb:Jtion deplC tS tile te y

' T:-u ?raccice p Z:! ::lc. reminG~ me of tt-;e Old 
-:;tre::: t corner glnlffilCk _" 

'You have a~ so 2..~kec r::'" .,'~\:;: ,l j ii .... ,-ial dO':J 'T] ~nis . \l,'hich I \'.~ il Sc- Dd ~nd 
also discuss later in thIS ictI "'r '.Tealw,;" ,q,h.dc. :0 H'SPOl1 th a quesrion 
relating to your inq'Jiry re g 2... Ji.~g fina; " e ,. 1 ,< "'<l itten a k , to the 
distribuwrs of the paperback [en ask;ll~ tne ~:: for thelf financial st,Hement: \I.'ho 

.. 



decides what goes in and out of the basic text; who is their p r inter :'- T'd what do they 
pay for production: who decides on how to ~xpend their revenue; c) !hey pay taxes 
or are they a not-far-profit corporation: what are their by-laws: can :- ou as a 
member, group, area or regil.")n irr:pact the a Cli'i:ities connected to the printing, 
distribution and sale of the book as well as the spirirual content? This is why I 
believe we have copyright law: to prevem indi,,""i duals from stealing \\.'har spiritually 
and ethically belongs LO someone else. fo r financial or other gain. A no answer to 
;my of the above questions suggests thaI the rules they live by are not the same as 
those they require of others. 

As a matter of record. the \Vorld Service Office has made this information 
available for some time. The~;; a~ :.. ... ili\;h -vve curremly print the book is $2'-<)4. It is 
printed by Donnellv, Inc. and disrributed bv us. I have included a copy of Our bv
law ' which reneet our connection with the 'Vier d Service Confere.nce, wlf:C~l is today 
the de~ision-making body and voice of Narcotics i\nonymous as a whole. I have • 
a lso included a c .... !py of our an.nual report for the last three years. The specific 
(~ocuments you request we \vill be unable [0 provije !)<1seu on our by-law Article 9. 
Section 9.03. We \'v .:! ~-f'\rjde that informatioi b:lsed on the standard identified in 
our bY-laws. on S1re at anv time. The r.r.em bers o f the WSO Board of Directors are 
elected bv the \Vorld Service Conference and ;1r~ entrusted with overseeing the 
l>peration of the World Service Office. The WSO is the primary servlce center ot 
'.'arcotics Anonymous and acts as a hu b for communication wi thin the fellowship . It 
is not a separate organization unaffected by (he fellowship. If you reVlew our by
.laws. Article 2, Objectives and Purposes. it dearly ret1ects the purpose for our 
existence. The \Vorid Sen/ice Conference has the ability to impact these by-laws 
and there are currently sever21 motioas being reviewed by other service bOdies, as 
well as the World Service Office. to efrecr change.s in them. 

The Fellowship of NarcOtics Ano~yE1ous has made it clear to the World 
Service Office Board of Directors that an\' Infringement of Narcotil.:~ AnonvmoU!l 
trademarks or (:opyrigrn will be acted upon. up t() and induding litigation. This 
precedent was set at the \Vor1<.."1 Service Conference in 1989. Tnis perspective 
received the unanimous com,em of the W orld Service Conference. In conjunction. 
:he W' - I . • ;:: =-o:"!ce COl1:terence has o.;-ci;)reri th~n no one. 'nciuutng the Worid 
5e f'lnce Office. is to change. alter. prim or dlstr'bute the text without i s permissLon. 
The \Vorld Service Cor.1erence or the \,\'or jd Se:vice Office has not received a 
reques[ or given permission for J.nyone to alter. prim or distribute our text. r have 
included a list of ~.A 's copyright registranon in and outside the C mted States so 
"0U mav tind out who le£allv O\· ... ns the basic text. I have also included a statement 
regardin.g the Narcotics Anonvmous Litc!"arure T rust and ail the decisions made bv 
[he WorCct Service Conference re lative (0 the bas (text. We as a fellowship are . 
tlnified in this sta.nce and th(?~e ...... 11\.1 attempt to takt our sp iritual prope~~ from us 
.) nly foster the thmgs that Will tear u~ a pan, We have contacted the mdlv1duals 
involved in production of the illegal text \Ve appealed to them personally to follow 
l~l e normal process. should they be aggneved by the :Jct ions or' t he serv'ice stmcture . 
They have not responded and appear t() be unwillirlg to work wi th in the established 
service structure. 

In your letter vou rnad~ 2. Statement that world services IS involved in excessive 
t ravel ar;d that directors. ~rus t ees and ~oderence participants travel at wi ll. These 
statements are apparentiy made \ ... ·i lhout prior substantiation o r investigation. All 
travel done by world servlces is documented in reports presented to the service 
bodies, as well a...., the World Service Conference, through its publications. I have 
included the travel 901;<",,\1 for a ll (he se rvice bodies for your information. O ur travel 



needs often include meelings with attorneys to legally register ~arcotics Anonymous 
\I:here the hiring of translators is req .. l1red to aid fellowship cormnittees in their 
translation effons. and travel related to printing and. prod.uction. fhis is 
communicated and substantiated either by repons or minutes. You also inferred 
that the World Convention Corporation member who is local to you previously 
indicated that he will be travelling to Australia six limes in the upcoming year. This 
is simply untrue. That individual is nOt the liaison for the Australia convention and 
will not be travelling on behalf of the corporation in the planning stages, and at best 
v.i.ll attend the convention at corporation expen.se as the chairperson of the World 
Convention Corporation. As Co matter of record, the individual you refer to in this 
situation is the World Convention Corporation chairperson and the vice chairperson 
of the World Service Office Board of Directors. He states that he has never had a 
conversation with you nor anyone else, about this issue. It would have been more 
prudent to at least communicate \ovith this individual prior to your statements, 
instead of questioning his integrity with unfounded state,mems. 

Your letter also expressed concern about your anonytr.lty a:1d its relation to 
"Jttornev cliem orivile!!e.'· r find it difficult to believe that an attornev and officer of 
the court wouid 'have such a dim view or' this cornerstone of your protession. W t. 
however. value the "attorney clier:t privIlege :1nd beiieve that the anonymity oi O-1 r 

members was not violated. but protecred thoroughly by the privilege . The service or 
ir.dividuals was simply done through our attorney. as an agent of and on behalf ot 
(he WSO. acting on behalf of the fello\vship, 1l1e information used by OU r attorne~', 
in respect to individuais, remair.s in Ol;r direct control and should the cease and 
desist request be heeded. no further action will be necessary and all records \\.rill be 
destroyed. This relationship should be particularly familiar to you in light of your 
ten-plUS years of practice. 

I would agree, however. that you should spend the time to develop a better 
understanding of the Narcotics Anonymous ~ervice structure bcfure making 
;lccusations and expounding on traditions, such as in your last naragraph. -
OrganizaIion has noth ing to do \V'ith money, property and prestige diverting us fr c
(lu r primary purno~e. What you have seemingly done is to take certain parts from 
t:-:e Sixth TraditIon and comoined thern \\ it h the \"inth Tradition to exoound an 
upmlOn and infer a poor appl ication of our traditions. The Sixth Trad;': reia (es te) 
:10t endorsing, financing or lending the :"_A. name to any , . re < fa c" outsiJe 
enterprise. lest problems of money. property and prestige divert u:, I uur primary 
pUl1'ose. 'n e I.atter pan of this tradit ion applies to the former pan uI tha[ tradition. 
Jnd not to the .'iinth Tradition. The Ninth Tradition is. "~.A.. 2...5 such. ou!!ht never 
be organized. but we may creale service boards or committees directly responsible 
to those they serve."' The World Service Office Board of Directors is a service board 
created OUl 'of this tradition. It abides by the directives given to it by the fellOWShip 
th rough the World Service Conference. whom It serves directly. So, as defined in 
the traditions. the World Service Office is within its boundaries. 

While I understand your concern as a member. and 'V'orill do what I can to 
provide you with the inforn:ation you seek. it appears that you may have been 
rr.:." . '1 y ",IJ~. e.J!1.e eis .'5 a:.,.;;' :-, resentmeillS. or their need for recogrution. Our 
traditions are the means our groups and Service committee~ uc;e to interact with 
society al large, they are predicated on the fact that this interaction is within the 
confines of the iaw in whatever counuy we exist in. Attempting to use the tradition.s 
to jU5tify or rationalize the violation of law is not appropriate, because 0 I tti?,ditions 
pr s -me that our behavior is >\1thin lhe law before w even consider the application 
O! the traditions. The cornerstone of the sreps and the traditions is hum.ility. which 



'J.t!ows us to retain a state of spiritual cenceredness when interacting in or outside of 
our groups. A member or group therefore does not enjoy sanctity because of its 
members hlp Or group allegiance. Recovery offers us a process ot accepting. then 
amending such behavior in 2. spirit or hum.ility. dign.ity and love.. \Ve become 
accountable for our actions and, as such. are urged by the recovery process to apply 
the steps and traditions so we may become productive members of society. T beheve 
that V01..: have a responsibility to apologize, to each and every member who hZ:iS read 

~ . jed and unsustainable sta:emems contained in your lette:- and · d tt: e 
r t:l.. ll . . . ..ught. . 

The V' ":ld !onvemion Corporatl, __ 1 is meetine; on November 17 and 18, 1990 
in _ .e-)"-C. ~ . LoUlsian~. I \vould urge vau ro take the time to come and loin in 
the meeting :0 experience the aClivlties of the \Vorld Convention Corporatron 
B .):'H . I am cl.rrently a member of :h\lt board of directors and v.ill be atte:1d ing 
~ha~ matl11g. If vou desire, I will be happy to make the time to sit v,rith you ~ 
personally and discuss these issues. or any other problems or difficulties you may he 
having. Also, if you desire. you may camacr me bv phone at the \Vorld Se["\~ce 
Office between 5-7 D.m. PDT \.l.: :> ekdavs. excePt Thursdavs. \'1v home and work 
[e lephone numbers 'ar~ a n3! I)t rec()rd in the fellowship and can be ohraineci 
:rCtm your regional senlCe re ~ ~ emat1ve. 

In te llowshiD, 
-~ . 

1 '\ .!!:. -~ 
I L I 

Y L.\ ~ t. C-Cl..~ t/-____ ~_-
Sa.: I o(,redman, Chairperson 
Wor:,-~ Service Office Bo~ • Direcrors 

"T' ~ / cs 

Ene: WSO By-Laws 
~.A. Copyright Registrations (In ,lnci Outslde U.S.) 
The N.A. Lilerature Trust 

Theresa Wagner Middlehrook 
Dave ~loorehouse n [" + 
Michael Cohen, Esq. 
Craig T. 
Bill 1. 
Joe F. 
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