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AREA SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 

I did not attend the last Regional Service Committee Meeting. I will 
have a report on those proceedings next month, by which time I will 
have received minutes. 

On Saturday, August 14th, Clean Acres Area held a workshop at the 
Messiah Lutheran Church in Downingtown to address prejudice in NA. 
The workshop was inspired by "World Service Board of Trustees 
Bulletin #28- Freedom From Prejudice". The bulletin challenges 
members to thoroughly consider if they prejudge 'other members of the 
Fellowship. Most importantly, it asks how prejudice impacts our 
carrying of the message to the still suffering addict~ 

The workshop's format started with examining the problem of 
prejudice, then moved on to its solutions. Members shared 
experiences of being the object of prejudice, as well as prejudging 
others. Some had felt prejudged in NA meetings due to their age, 
race, attendance of AA meetings, and clean time. Some spoke of 
prejudging others in NA due to the same things, plus physical and 
emotional health. Some saw patterns of meeting attendance in the 
Area as evidence of active prejudice (ie. members from West Chester 
and Downingtown not visiting meetings in Coatesville). Still others 
had no experience of prejudice in the rooms. 

In terms of solutions, some saw nothing to solve. They suggested 
that any problems that might exist are minor. Furthermore, members 
will simply avoid those who are prejudicial, confront them, or deal 
with.the situation in some way that would not alienate them from NA. 

Others suggested!hat a problem does exist, but that it is part of 
the human condition, and not something that workshops or bulletins 
can do anything about. Furthermore, as members grow spiritually, 
their prejudices are removed. 

, 
Among those who considered prejudice in NA a problem, and were 
interested in pursuing solutions, a variety of approaches were 
suggested: 

1) Periodic workshops addressing the issue 
could be held throughout the Area 

2) Sponsors could address the issue with 
their sponsees 

3) Members could confront the issue in their 
own recovery by taking it through the steps. 
For instance~ admitting powerlessness, writing 
a fearless inventory, making appropriate amends, 
prayer and meditation, carrying the message, etc. 



· . 4) Attenders could address the issue in 
meetings- when sharing, when picking meeting 
topics, or during "the meeting after the 
meeting". 

5) Home group members could commit to 
visiting meetings elsewhere in the Area which 
they would not usually attend. This might 
even become organized, like a speaker 
exchange program. 

6) Home groups could establish welcome 
committees to assure that everyone who 
attends their meeting is made to feel welcome 

7) Home groups could inventory their own 
success at carrying the message, and examine 
if prejudice interferes with their primary 
purpose. 

If your home group has ideas on this issue or others, your GSR can 
bring them to the attention of the whole Area each month at the Area 
Service Meeting. 


