














tory of English, elaborating on the 
women's move,ment and how it can 
(or should) affect our dialect, I'll say 
simply that it often requires a keen 
self-awareness and concentration to 
be able to avoid gender specificity 
when referring either to God or 
Homo Sapiens collectively. I will not 
criticize others for speaking the lan
guage as they were taught in school. 

Also, there is the issue of the use of 
the word "God" itself. Step Two sug
gests that coming to believe in a 
power greater than ourselves is es
sential to recovery. Why does this 
necessarily imply a God? If I under
stand Step One correctly, then any
thing I am powerless ove.r is a power 
greater than me! And believe me, I'm 
powerless over a great many things. 
Therefore, a Higher Power is any
thing and everything that is not me. 

However, I need more than that. I 
need one Higher Power who is loving, 
caring, and forgiving. One who lis
tens to and answers my prayers. One 
with whom I can have a personal re
lationship. One who is my friend. 
And though the personification of 
that Higher Power is best understood 
by me as defmed by scripture (re
member that Steps Three and Eleven 
give me this option), I do not have the 
right or the desire to selfishly insist 
that others believe what I believe. 

The Twelve Steps were not de
signed to save souls; they were de
signed to save lives. They don't open 
the gates of Heaven and let us in; 
they open the gates of Hell and let us 
out. 

Finally (and I tread on thin ice 
here) I have read Dr. Bob and. the 
Good Old-timers and AA Comes of 
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Age. I know a Httie of the history of 
the Twelve Steps. I know that they 
were rooted in Christian principles. 
It would have been unthinkable for 
Bill and Bob to use any other per
sonal pronoun than "He" when refer
ring to God. I also know that times 
and society have changed. We no 
longer live in the 1930s. We must 
prepare for the Twenty-First Cen
tury addict who may have different 
ideas about spirituality than the 
founders of AA. 

If an addict, however, has such 
convictions about his or her Chris
tian beliefs that he or she absolutely 
must fellowship with others who 
share those beliefs, there are twelve
step recovery programs available
Alcoholics Victorious and Narcotics 
Victorious. These groups have ex
plicitly replaced the term "Higher 
Power" with "Jesus Christ." I have 
nothing against the fellowships of AV 
or NY; indeed, if it works for those 
addicts, then God bless them. 

So even though I may seem a hypo
critical Christian for disapproving of 
the words "He" and "God" in the 
steps, and the use of the Lord's 
Prayer at a meeting, I know that the 
Fellowship ofNA is too important for 
me to insist on diluting NA's spiritual 
principles with my religious beliefs. I 
would prefer to hear, "We sought 
through prayer and meditation to 
improve our conscious contact with 
the Higher Power of our understand
ing, praying only for knowledge of 
that Power's will, and the power to 
carry it out." It may be necessary for 
my God to forgive me for this, but I 
vote "yes" on Motion 39. 

KC, Ohio 

Comin'up 
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Niagra Falls: 31 Mar. - 2 Apr. 1995; 
8th Ontario Regional Convention; 
rsvns. (905) 356-8444; ORCNA-8, PO 
Box 23006, Niagara Falls, Ontario 
Canada, L2E 7J4 

SWITZERLAND 
24-26 Mar. 1995; Switzerland Area 
Convention; Convention Co.mmittee, 
CP 429, 1000 Lausanne 17, Switzer
land 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: 26-28 May 1995; 9th Arizona 
Regional Convention; Tempe; rsvns. 
(602) 894-1400; info. (602) 955-4050 
Arkansas: 10-12 March 1995; Arkan
sas River Valley Area Convention; Fort 
Smith; rsYDS. (501) 452-4110; info. 
(50l) 441-6278;ARVNA, PO Box 5631, 
Fort Smith, AR 72901 
California: 10-12 Mar. 1995; 1st 
Western States Literature Conven
tion; Huntington Beach; info. (818) 
359-0084; 
2) 14-16 Apr. 1995; 4th Southern CaH
fornia Spring Gathering; hosted by 
Gay & Lesbian members; Manhattan 
Beach; info. (310) 438-3902; rsvns. 
(800) 333-3333; Spring Gathering, PO 
Box 20247, Fountain Valley, CA 
92708-0247 
Connecticut: 28-30 Apr. 1995; United 
ShoreHne Area Convention; Mistic; 
info. (203) 437-7229 or(203) 439-0394; 
rsvns. (203) 536-4281; USANA, PO 
Box 1807, Groton, CT 06340 
Delaware: 10-12 Mar. 1995; 1st Small 
Wonder Area Convention; 
Wilmington; rsVDS. (800) 777-9456 
(Holiday Inn); info. (302) 656-5903; 
SWACNA-1, PO Box 0808, 
Wilmington, DE 19899 

Florida: 10-12 Mar. 1995; 6th Florida 
Spriog Service Break; Miami Beacb; 
rsvns. (800) 327-6363; info. FSSBNA-
6, do JM, 5122 NW 79 Ave #108, Mi
ami, FL 33166 
2) 26-29 May 1995; Gold Coast Area 
Convention; Fort Lauderdale; rsvns. 
(305) 771-0440; info. (305) 979-8998; 
GCCNA, PO Box 5341, Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33310 
Georgia: 4-7 May 1995; North Atlanta 
Area Fun in the Sun Weekend; 
Panama City; rsvns. (800) 224-4853; 
info. (404) 729-0595; PC Weekend, PO 
Box 1332, Lilburn, GA 30226 
Hawaii: 24-26 Mar. 1995; 11th Gath
ering of the Fellowship on Oahu; info. 
(808) 942-3708; rsvns.; Subcommittee, 
PO Box 75271, Honolulu, HA 96836 
Dlinois: 9-ll June 1995; Show-Me Re
gional Convention; Qunicy; rsvns.; 
Qunicy Area, Show-Me Regional 
Conv., 2901 Broadway #120, Quincy, 
IL 62301 
Indiana: 3-5 Mar. 1995; 2nd India
napoHs Area Convention; rsYDs. (317) 
244-6861; info. (317) 875-5459; 
ISNAC-2, PO Box 47496, IndianapoHs, 
IN 46247-0496 
Kansas: 7-9 Apr. 1995; 12th Mid
America Regional Convention; rsvns. 
(913) 827-8856; info. (913) 823-3854; 
MARCNA-12, PO Box 242, Salina, KS 
67402-0242 
Kentucky: 14-16 Apr. 1995; 9th Ken
tucky Regional Convention; rsVDS. 
(502) 443-8000; info. KRCNA-9, PO 
Box 1584, Paducah, KY 42002-1584 
Louisiana: 26-30 May 1995; 13th 
Louisiana Convention; rsYD.. (504) 
734-9794; info. (504) 733-2213; 
LRCNA-13, PO Box 1314, Hammond, 
LA 70404 
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Maine: 10-12 Mar. 1995; 3rd Multi
Regional Learning Event;. A1frect info. 
(603) 432-0168; NEERSt;-3, Pv Box 
1752, Portland, ME 04104 
Maryland: 7-9 April 1995; 9th Chesa
""akeJPotomac Regional Convention; 
Ocean City; rsvns. (800)654-5440i info. 
CPRCNA-9, PO Box 7835, Wasning
ton, DC 20044-7835 
Massachusetts: 3-5 Mar. 1995; 6th 
New England Regional Convention; 
Framington;. info. (617) 648-3139; 
NERC-6, Pv Box 393, Arlington, MA 
02174-0004 
Michigan: 13-16 Apr. 1995; 3rd De
troit Area Convention; Detroit; info. 
(313) 361-4214; 899-0023; rsvns. (800) 
228-3000; Speaker Tapes requested 5 
yrs. miminum clean tune' DACNA-3, 
Program Committee, PO Box 241221, 
Detroit, MJ 48224 
2) 29 June - 2 July, 1995; 11th Michi
gan Regional Convention; Flint; hotel 
(800) 333-3333 or (810) 239-1234; 
info.(810) 544-2110; We need speaker 
tapes, please send to: MRCNA-11, PO 
Box 7116, Novi, MJ 48376 
Minnesota: 12-14 May 1995; Second 
Minnesota Regional Convention; 
Rochester; rsvns. (507) 282-2581; info. 
MNNAC-2, 207 9th Ave. SE, Roches
ter, MN 55904 
Montana: 9-11 June 1995i 7th Mon
tana NA Gathering; Bowder; info. 
Gathering, PO Box 133, Jefferson City, 
MT59638 
Nevada: 14-16 July 1995; 4th Califor
nia, Arizona, Nevada Area Conven
tion; speaker tapes need 5 years mini
mum clean time please submit by 
April 1st; rsvns. (800) 227-3849; info. 
(602) 754-4260' CANAC-4 PO Box 
21975, Bullhead City, AZ 86439-1975 
New Jersey: 3-5 Mar. 1995; 5th Cape 
Atlantic Area Convention; rsvns. (BOO) 
695-4685; info. (609) 391-2144; 
CAACNA-5, PO Box 7386, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08404 
2) 31 Mar. - 2 Apr. 1995; 1st Capital 
Area Convention; East Windsor; rsVDB. 
(609) 392-8508; info. Convention Com
mittee, PO Box741, Trenton, NJ 08604 
New Mexico: 17-19 March 1995; 6th 
Rio Grande Regional Convention; 
Farmington; rsvns. (505) 327-5221; 
Convention Committee, PO Box 3935, 
Farmington, NM 87499 
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New York: 10-12 Mar. 1995; 1st Roch
ester Area Convention; rsvns. (716) 
475-1910 or (800) 333-3333; info. (716) 
482-8977; RACNA-l, PO Box 485, 
Rochester, NY 14603 
2) 26-28 May 199~ 10th Greater New 
York Regional t;onvention; rsvns. 
(800) 233-1234; info. (212) 242-8140 or 
(212) 242-8140; GNYRC-lO, PO BOX 
285, Grand Central Station, New York, 
NY 10163 
North Carolina: 3-5 March 1995; 8th 
Capital Area Convention; Raleigh; 
rsvns. (919) 872-2323; info. (919) 755-
5391; NCCAFRNA, Box 50196, Ra
leigh, NC 27650 
Oklahoma: 7-9 April 1995; 9th OKRe
~onal Convention; Tulsa; rsvns. (918) 
082-9000; info. (918) 747-0017 
Oregon: 19-21 May 1995; 3rd Pacific 
Cascade Regional Conventio~ Bend; 
info. PCRC-3, PO Box 40844, .. ugene, 
OR 97404 
Pennsylvania: 14-16 Apr. 1995; 
Greater Philadelphia Regtonal Con
vention' rsvos. (800) 822-4200; info. 
GPRC, PO Box 14170, Philidelphia, PA 
19138 
South Carolina: 26- 28 May 1995; 
Greater Anderson-Pickins Area Con
vention; Clemson; helpline (803) 685-
0200; rsvos. (803) 654-7501; GAP-3, 
PO Box 6031, Anderson, SC 29623 
Tennessee: 26-28 May 1995; 7th NA 
in May in Memphis; Meeman-Shelby 
Forest State Park; info. (901) 452-
1091; NA in May, PO Box 111105, 
Memphis, TN 38111 
Texas: 14-16 Apr. 1995; 10th Lone 
Star Regional Convention; Fort Worth; 
info. (214) 245-8972 or (800) 747-8972; 
rsvns. (817) 870-2100; LSRCNA-lO, 
1510 Randolph, Ste. 205, Carrollton, 
TX 75006 
Utah: 10-12 Mar. 1995 Northern Utah 
Area Conventionil!!fo. NUACNA, PO 
Box 242, Ogden, UT 84402 
Washington: 10-12 March 1995; 
Clean and Free by the Sea; Ocean 
Shores; info. (206) 382-0534; 
2) 7-9 April 1995; lOth Washington! 
North Idaho Regional Convention; 
Tacoma; rsvos. (800) 325-3535; info. 
(206) 382-0534; WNIRCNA, PO Box 
3396, Kent, WA 98032 

COPYRIGHT RELEASE FORM 
Please fill out the following form and include it along with any article you submit to 

The NA Way Magazine. 

AGREEMENT between WORLD SERVICE OFFICE, INC., dba THE NA WAY MAGAZINE, 
hereinafter referred 10 as "assignee; and (aulho(s name): 

hereinafter reterred 10 as "assignor." Assignor is Ihe owner of attached male rial de
scribed as Ihe following (tille of work): 

The assignee is Ihe publishing arm of Ihe Fellowship of Narcolics Anonymous. The 
aSSignor hereby granls and Iransfers 10 assignee as a gift , wilhoul exceplion and wilhoul 
limilalion, any and all of Ihe assigno(s inleresls and copyrighls and righls 10 copyrighl 
and righls to publish, logelher wilh righls 10 secure renewals and extensions of such 
copyrighl, of said malerial. 

Assignor hereby covenanls, warrants, and represenls 10 assignee, and Ihis agree
menl is made in reliance Ihereof, Ihal assignor is sole owner and has the exclusive right 
10 use of said male rial, and Ihallhe malerial is free and clear of any liens, encumbrances, 
and claims which are in conflict wilh this agreement. 

This agreemenl is binding on assigno(s heirs, assigns, adminislralors, lrustees, 
executors, and successors in interest, and such are directed to make and execute any 
inslrumenl assignee may require 10 protect copyrighl for assignee. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,lhe parties have execuled Ihis agreemenlallhe assigno(s 
address: 

ADDRESS ______________________________________ ___ 

CITY, STATE/PROVINCE ______________________________ __ 

ZI P CODE, COUNTRY _________________________________ __ 

PHONE ________________________________________ ___ 

ASSIGNOR'S SIGNATURE _______________________ DATE __ _ 

ASSIGNOR'S SPOUSE'S SIGNATURE ________________ DATE __ _ 

FOR WORLD SERVICE OFFICE, INC., ________________ DATE 
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Subscriber Services 
Box 15665 

No. Hollywood, CA 91615-5665 
(818) 76G-8983 

Subscription 

Payment 

Multiple orders 

___ one year $15 US or $20 Canadian 
___ two years $28 US or $37 Canadian 
___ three years $39 US or $52 Canadian 

___ enclosed 
___ not enclosed-bill me 

Bulk sales Contact our office for details 
Subscription 10 or more l ·year subscriptions to 

single address @ $12 US or $16 Canadian 
Minimum order $120 US or $160 Canadian. 
Prepaid only. 

California subscribers Add 8.25% Sales Tax 

Canadian subscribers Add 7% for Goods and Services Tax 

Name 

Address 

Wortd Service Office 
Box 9999 

Van NuYl, CA 91409-9999 
(818) 780-3951 

Slugg Mugg 

NA Way Mug 

Home Group Calendar 

Name 
Address 

NJ.aN FOlII TO sa WEEKS FOR YOUR FIRST ISSUE TO ARRIVE 
MAKE CHeCK PAYA8LE TO NA WAY 

@ $ 5.00 = $ 
OOAN1TTY TOTAl 

@ $ 5.00 = $ 
OUAHTTTY TOTAL 

@ $ 5.95 = $ 
0UAN1TTY TOTAl. 

calif. residents add 8.25% sales tax :-:-:--_ 
Shipping and handling fee (see schedule) __ 

TOTAL __ _ 

CMBT 

SHIPPING FEES $.01-525.00 "DO 52.50, 525.01.$50.00 ADO $3.50, $50.0 1-
$150.00 AOO 8%, $150.014500.00 ADO 7%, SSOO.OI·ANO UP ADO 8%. 

The Twelve Traditions of Narcotics Anonymous 

1. Our common welfare should come first; personal 
recovery depends on N.A. unity. 

2. For our group purpose there is but one ultimate 
authority-a loving God as He may express HimseU in 
our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted 
servants; they do not govern. 

3. The only requirement for membership is a desire to 
stop using. 

4. Each group should be autonomous except in matters 
affecting other groups or N.A. as a whole. 

5. Each group has but one primary purpose-to carry the 
message to the addict who still suffers. 

6. An N.A. group ought never endorse, finance, or lend 
the N.A. name to any related facility or outside 
enterprise, lest problems of money, property or prestige 
divert us from our primary purpose. 

7. Every N.A. group ought to be fully self·supporting, 
declining outside contributions. 

8. Narcotics Anonymous should remain forever 
nonprofessional, but our service centers may employ 
special workers. 

9. N.A., as such, ought never be organized, but we may 
create service boards or committees directly responsible 
to those they serve. 

10. Narcotics Anonymous has no opinion on outside issues; 
hence the N.A. name ought never be drawn into public 
controversy. 

11. Our public relations policy is based on attraction 
rather than promotion; we need always maintain 
personal anonymity at the level of press, radio, and 
[tIms. 

12. Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our 
traditions, ever reminding us to place principles before 
personalities. 
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